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Case of mistaken 
identity 


Two Ivan Demjanjuks born 
one year apart in same village 


By Natalia A. Feduschak, 
Kyiv Post 

DUBOVI MAKHARYNTSI, 
Ukraine — This central Ukraine 
village gave birth to two Ivan Dem- 
janjuks one year apart. 

One, known to the world as John 
Demjanjuk, was convicted by a 
German court on May 12 of be- 
ing an accessory to the murder of 
28,060 Jews at a Nazi death camp. 

The other one hanged himself in 
1971, shortly after he learned that 
Soviet KGB agents came to the vil- 
lage looking for him. 

The strange coincidence and di- 
verging fates of the two Ivan Dem- 
janjuks from Dubovi Makharyntsi 
are seen as possible clues to one 
of the longest-running sagas about 
Nazi-era war crimes during World 
War IL. 

John Demjanjuk, now 91 and 
living in a German nursing home, 
claims authorities got the wrong 
person and that he is being perse- 
cuted. He is appealing the Munich 
court’s ruling that he had been a 
guard at the Sobibor death camp in 
eastern Poland during World War 
II, and therefore must bear respon- 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 


We acknowledge the inancial sup- 
port of the Government of Canada 
through the Canada Periodical Fund 


(CPF) for our publishing activities 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Foun- 
dation of Taras Shevchenko. 


Canada 


PLEASE SEND TO 


sibility for the murders of Jews 
there. 

If he’s correct, does it mean the 
Ivan Demjanjuk who killed himself 
may be responsible for the crimes 
that John was found guilty of com- 
mitting? Is the whole John Dem- 
janjuk affair a case of mistaken 
identity? 

In Dubovi Makharyntsi, a farm- 
ing village of 600 people in Vin- 
nytsia Oblast, some locals question 
the verdict against John Demjan- 
juk, born here in 1920, just before 
the dawn of the Soviet Union. 
Some regard the court proceedings 
in Munich as Germany’s attempt to 
shift historical guilt for Nazi World 
War II crimes to another nation. 

Worse, they say, the evidence 
against him was flimsy — rely- 
ing heavily on a wartime ID card 
that could have been forged by 
the Soviets. Moreover, authorities 
seem to have largely ignored one 
potentially key person — the other 
Ivan Demjanjuk, villagers say. 

In 1971— two decades after John 
Demjanuk settled in America — vil- 
lagers say the KGB came to town 
looking for Ivan Demjanjuk. The 
agents promptly summoned Petro 
Bondaruk, a World War II veteran 
who had fought alongside a man by 
that name, to the security’s regional 
headquarters for a talk in nearby 
Vinnytsia. 

Putting three photos on the table, 
KGB officers asked Bondaruk to 
identify the man he had soldiered 
with in the Soviet Red Army in the 
early part of the war. 

“None of them,” Bondaruk ге- 
sponded. 

Upon returning to Dubovi 
Makharyntsi, Bondaruk went to 
the home of a villager named Ivan 
Demjanjuk and told him: “The 
KGB is interested in you.” 

Less than two weeks later, this 
Ivan Demjanjuk hanged himself 
from the rafter of his barn. 

Villagers here say in his act of 
desperation, Ivan Andriyevych 
Demjanjuk possibly took to the 
grave a secret that could have 
helped acquit Bondaruk’s wartime 
friend, Ivan Mykolaiovych Dem- 
janjuk, the man now known as 
John. 

The May 1 conviction of John 
Demjanjuk — a retired autoworker 
who settled near Cleveland, Ohio, 
after arriving in America in 1952 
—hasn’t settled anything about the 
mystery that has endured for three 
decades. 

Cont. on P. 16 


Members of the Ukrainian delegation with Edmonton Catholic School District Superintendent Joan Carr in 
Jront of the ECSD adminstration building, following the approval of the Holodomor Memorial Day. 


ECSD establishes 


Holodomor Memorial Day 


By Marco Levytsky 

Trustees of the Edmonton Catholic School District 
unanimously voted to declare the last Friday in Nov- 
ember as Holodomor (Ukrainian Famine Genocide) 
Memorial Day, May 31. 

Following the recommendation of Bishop David 
(Motiuk) Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Edmonton, the 
ECSD will also insert Holodomor (Ukrainian Famine 
Genocide) Memorial Day, the last Friday in Novem- 
ber, into the school district calendar, in perpetuity and 
encourage schools to undertake a moment of silence 
or other activity during Holodomor Memorial Day, in 
recognition of the millions of Ukrainians who died as 
a result of this genocide. 

Following the meeting the bishop said there were 
other things schools could do to commemorate that 
day, adding that decisions upon how to proceed would 
be up to the individual schools. 

They could, for example, invite one of the Holodomor 
survivors for an assembly or in a morning prayer, read 
out eyewitness accounts, stories, or view film clips, 
suggested Bishop David. 

ECSD becomes the first educational jurisdiction in 
Alberta to approve such a memorial day. The Toronto 
District School Board, the largest in Canada, was the 
first to pass this resolution in September, 2007. Other 
jurisdictions that have approved such a memorial day 
since then include: the Hamilton-Wentworth Pub- 
lic School Board, the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic 
School Board and the Durham District School Board 
in Oshawa. 

In Manitoba, the department of education encourages 
schools to recognize and commemorate Holodomor 
through various activities and initiatives. Manitoba’s 
Bill 217 is one of the references for teachings about 
Holodomor. The department has also sent notices to 
schools in early November with information about its 
Diversity/Human rights site at Manitoba Education 
where Holodomor resources are listed and explained 
and information about Holodomor commemorations 
going on in Winnipeg. 

In Saskatchewan, Bishop Filevich Ukrainian Bi- 
lingual School in Saskatoon commemorates the 
Holodomor. 

“The purpose of this request is to raise awareness 
of the Ukrainian Famine. All too often we remain un- 
aware of our common history. A case in point is the 
Holodomor, an event of unimaginable death, claiming 


millions of lives and resulting in the attempted de- 
struction of the Ukrainian nation,” said Bishop David, 
who presented the recommendation along with Boris 
Radio, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Plan- 
ning for ECSD. 

He noted that the Holodomor came about as a result 
of the Russian Communist desire to belittle, to take 
away the spirit, to take away the backbone оба neigh- 
bouring nation — one of the Soviet bloc countries — 
that of Ukraine. 

This little known genocide committed against the 
Ukrainian population in 1932-1933 was denied and 
hidden from world scrutiny by the Soviet regime. 
Only after the fall of Communism in the 1990. did 
Soviet archives in Russia and Ukraine have become 
available and eyewitnesses were able to come for- 
ward, revealing the true nature of this atrocity with 
millions of innocent victims. 

However Holodomor denial is coming into force 
once again in Ukraine where the minister of educa- 
tion (Dmitri Tabachnyk) is “very adamant that the 
Holodomor would not be written into the textbooks” 

“The steps that you’re taking as an administration 
to educate our young people, thousands of them, each 
and every year, so that may know about the tragic epic 
of the Holodomor, will stand in the eyes of the nay- 
sayers in Ukraine and beyond that to those would ever 
even consider to say this event never took place,” he 
said. 

He noted that Edmonton was the first city in the world 
to erect a monument to victims of the Holodomor and 
stressed that awareness should also be raised about 
other 20" century tragedies including both world wars 
the Armenian Genocide (1915-1917), the Nanking 
Massacre in China (1937-1938), the Holocaust (1938- 
1945), Serbian Genocide (1941-1945), the Cambodia 
Genocide (Pol Pot) (1975-1979), Bosnia and Herze- 
govina (1992-1995), the Genocide in Rwanda (1994), 
and the Darfur Conflict (1983+). 

Bishop David also issued a call to action on 
Holodomor activities which include education, social 
outreach (Feeding the poor) and prayer services. 

Radio noted that “as Bishop David explained, the 
plan behind Holodomor was calculated and deliber- 
ate. Beginning in 1932, all food was removed from 
targeted areas of Ukraine, Ukraine’s borders were 
sealed, denying people the opportunity to search for 
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Українці зневірилися у Януковича 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Понад 60% українців вважають, що події в 

Україні розвиваються у неправильному напрям- 
ку. Про це свідчать дані опитування, проведеного 
Центром Разумкова. 
Провладні депутати скаржаться на невміння 
більшості населення терпіти труднощі, а опозиція 
запевняє, що зневіра громадян є результатом 
недостатніх економічних здобутків та намагань 
влади реанімувати радянську ідеологію. 

Нинішня влада практично нічим не відрізняється 
від попередньої, саме на такі висновки наштовхують 
результати соціологічного дослідження, зауважив у 
коментарі для Радіо Свобода заступник генерально- 
го директора Центру Разумкова Валерій Чалий. 

«Тільки 15,2% опитаних говорять про те, що події 
розвиваються у правильному напрямку. Можливо, 
це і є, приблизно, та група людей, які підтримують 
чинну владу. Під час приходу до влади Віктора Яну- 
ковича і Партії регіонів рівень довіри був дуже висо- 
кий, Така ж ситуація була і після приходу до влади 
Віктора Ющенка, але нині швидкість, з якою грома- 
дяни України втрачають довіру, навіть, перевищує 
той період», - наголосив він. 

У Партії регіонів заявляють, що події в Україні 
розвиваються саме в тому напрямку, який 
потрібен. Труднощі є тимчасовими, а от з боку на- 


селення мало б бути більше розуміння та терпіння, 
відзначив депутат від цієї політичної сили Валерій 
Бондик. 

«Є правда, є кривда, а є статистика, - каже він. - Є 
покращення життя, в економічному сенсі, є прориви 
на міжнародних теренах. А те, що є певні труднощі, 
вони завжди є, тому що йдуть реформи. Так, важко! 
Але хто казав, що буде легко? Мойсей 40 років водив 
пустелею. Перехідний період - це найважче. Тому 
такі цифри - багато незадоволених». 

Українці не можуть погодитися із намаганнями 
знову переписати історію, героїзацією сталінізму 
та нав'язуванням червоних прапорів, відзначив у 
розмові з Радіо Свобода депутат від НУНС 
Володимир В'язівський. Утім, велике значення 
має й рівень життя громадян, зауважив депутат. 

«Багаті у нас в країні стають багатшими, а 
бідні біднішими. Здебільшого, соціальний аспект 
пов'язаний з тим, що люди не поділяють позицію 
влади, бо нині за яку б справу влада не взяла- 
ся - трусить усю країну тільки заради того, щоб 
олігархи отримали кошти», - каже В'язівський. 

Частка респондентів, які вважають, що нинішня 
влада гірша, ніж попередня, становить понад 
30 відсотків, а тих, хто вважає навпаки - менше 
19 відсотків, йдеться у повідомленні Центру 
Олександра Разумкова. 


Події 9 травня у Львові - спланована 
провокація — дані соцопитування 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Понад 80% львів'ян переконані, що причи- 
ною сутичок 9 травня у Львові була спланована 
провокація. Такі дані останнього дослідження 
Соціологічної групи «Рейтинг». 11 % респондентів 
не визначились щодо оцінки подій у місті на День 
перемоги, a 7% не вважають це провокацією. 

Більше 80% респондентів переконані, що при- 
чиною сутичок 9 травня у Львові була спланована 
провокація. А головними винуватцями понад 50% 
львів'ян назвали проросійські партії. Вина за події 
у Львові, на думку третини городян, в однаковій 
мірі лежить на Президентові, який не зупинив на- 
перед відому провокацію, депутатах Верховної 
Ради, які узаконили червоний прапор, і правоо- 
хоронних органах, які взяли участь в організації 
провокацій. A ось кожен п'ятий респондент вин- 
ними назвав політтехнологів. 

15 відсотків львів'ян переконані, що головними 
винуватцями сутичок на вулицях 9 травня у Львові 
є ВО «Свобода» та інші націоналістичні сили, а 
більше 10% -- голова Львівської ОДА i 8% - мер 
Львова. | 

Водночас майже 40% респондентів підтримують 
дії «свободівців» під час подій, пов'язаних з 9 трав- 
ня у Львові, і стільки ж'городян не підтримують. 
7090 львів'ян вважають дії правоохоронців непра- 
вильними. 


60 відсотків львів'ян на запитання, як відзначати 
9 травня, відповіли, що це має бути День пам'яті 
жертв війни, а 28% - День Перемоги. Переважна 
більшість молоді вважає, що 9 травня потрібно 
вшановувати пам'ять усіх жертв війни. 

Половина львів'ян вважають, що 22 червня має 
бути мирний протест проти акції комуністів 

Соціологічна група «Рейтинг»  поцікавилась 
думкою львів'ян щодо відзначення 22 червня, по- 
чатку німецько-радянської війни, Бо ж комуністи 
України та Росії заявили про свій намір провести 
спільну акцію у місті Лева 22 червня. 

Тим часом Львівська обласна рада ухвалила 
рішення про вшанування 22-28 червня жертв 
радянських репресій. Оскільки у червні 1941 
року більшовицька влада скоїла найкривавіші i 
наймасовіші вбивства українців. 

Більше 20% городян вважають, що варто 
проігнорувати акцію комуністів, майже половина 
респондентів пропонують висловити мирний про- 
тест, а 14% підтримують радикальні дії аж до си- 
лових. 

Тим часом відомі львів'яни закликають 22 черв- 
ня вшанувати пам'ять усіх жертв репресій 1 по- 
молитись за їхні душі, а політичні сили утрима- 
тись від ідеологічних гасел. Оскільки у Західній 
Україні Друга Світова війна розпочалась у вересні 
1939 року. 


У Львові буде комітет захисту сучасних політв'язнів 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобод 

У Львові створюють «Комітет захисту сучасних 
політв'язнів». Це вирішили 30 травня під час гро- 
мадських зборів «Зупинимо політичні репресії в 
Україні!» колишні політичні в'язні, правозахис- 
ники, науковці, письменники, місцеві політики 
Львівщини. До комітету увійдуть правозахисники 
і представники молодіжних організацій. 

Комітет захисту сучасних політв'язнів опри- 
люднюватиме інформацію про політичних в'язнів 
сучасної України, ініціюватиме масові заходи і 
протести. До числа нинішніх політв'язнів, на дум- 
ку громадських діячів Львівщини, належать ті 
люди, які сидять по тюрмах і слідчих ізоляторах за 
свою політичну та громадську позицію. «Це в пер- 
шу чергу Юрій Луценко», - зауважив письменник 
Роман Іваничук. 

До політичних в'язнів учасники громадських 
зборів зачислили вісьмох «свободівців», які зараз 
перебувають у львівських СІЗО за буцімто вчинені 
хуліганські дії під час подій 9 травня у Львові, а та- 
кож колишніх посадовців уряду Юлії Тимошенко. 

Комітет захисту сучасних політв'язнів займа- 
тиметься конкретними справами, наголосила 
колишній політв'язень, громадський діяч Ірина 
Калинець. Вона закликала усіх людей надіслати 
у прокуратуру заяви на кшталт: «Я причетний до 
подій 9 травня у Львові, долучіть мене до справи». 

«Коли судили Миколу Коханівського за пошкод- 
ження пам'ятника Леніну в Києві, я та Ігор Кали- 
нець, Стефанія Шабатура, Іван Гель, Юрій Шухе- 
вич подали в прокуратуру заяву, що причетні до 


пошкодження цього пам'ятника 1 вимагаємо його 
знести. Говорім собі правду, що нас переслідують 
за те, що ми українці. Чинна влада сьогодні 
переслідує українську владу, яку ми з вами обра- 
ли», - каже Ірина Калинець . 

Львівська громадськість просить іноземні уря- 
ди відреагувати на політичні репресії в Україні. У 
їхньому зверненні до дипломатичних представництв 
мовиться, що «в Україні впроваджується модель 
авторитарної диктатури, тривають переслідування 1 
репресії проти опозиційних сил, посилився тиск на 
ЗМІ, надано преференції Російській православній 
церкві і взято курс на виправдання Сталіна та 
відбілювання сталінської деспотії». 

Світ має знати позицію львівської громади, за- 
значив правозахисник Мирослав Маринович. «Ми 
маємо озвучити позицію так, щоб її почув Захід, а 
також мешканці Східної України. Я розумію, що 
22 червня у Львові буде інший вимір проблеми, 
міжнародний, бо анонсувалось, що має приїхати 
група Держдуми. Те, що сьогодні відбувається, для 
мене дуже прикра річ, бо я відчуваю і свою вину, 
що ми, всі колишні політв'язні, не домоглись за- 
судження комунізму як злочину у судовому по- 
рядку. Ми не сміємо датися на провокації, дати їм 
потрібну картинку, яку вони так очікують. Зробімо 
усе, щоб нас не загнали у таку картинку», — наго- 
лосив Маринович. 

Президент Янукович раніше заявив, що в Україні 
немає політичних в'язнів. Керівництво Львівської 
обласної адміністрації проігнорувало громадські 
збори. 
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ECSD establishes 
Holodomor 


Cont. from P. 1 


food. At the height of the genocide, 
25,000 people per day were dying 
from starvation. Once the cam- 
paign of engineered famine was 
completed, Ukraine’s religious, art- 
istic, intellectual and political lead- 
ers were arrested, deported or exe- 
cuted. The Russification of Ukraine 
followed.” 

Radio then presented a clip about 
the Holodomor from the movie 
“The Soviet Story”. 

“In light of recent events in the 
world, we must educate future 
generations about the horrors of 
intolerance,” said Board Chair- 
person Debbie Engel. “This tragic 
genocide and its significance to our 
Ukrainian-Canadian community 
must never be forgotten,” added 
Engel. 

Trustee Cindy Olsen, whose 
grandparents came from Ukraine, 
noted that we have to look to the 
past in order to look forward to the 
future 

“Every child every youth every 
adult that we have should know 
about it (the Holodomor).” 

Trustee John Acheson noted rec- 
ognizing the Holodomor provides a 
rationale for faith-based schools. 

”We must learn that a value sys- 
tem based on the unchanging truths 
that emanate from an all-loving 
God can never support the in- 
humanity manifested and the geno- 
cide outlined in the bishop’s letter.” 

Trustee Becky Kallal noted that 


Goldring repeats call for 
national Holodomor monument 


(UkrNews)—Edmonton East Member of Parlia- 
ment Peter Goldring has re-introduced a motion in the 
House of Commons calling for the government “to in- 
itiate discussion of a national Holodomor monument 
in the National Capital Region that would educate 
Canadians on this tragedy and work to prevent its rep- 


etition.” 


Goldring originally introduced the motion in March, 
but it died on the Order Paper when Parliament was 
dissolved for the May 2 federal election. “I am pleased 
to be able to re-introduce this important motion,” Gol- 


dring says. 


On April 23, 1999, Goldring was the first Member 
of Parliament to refer to the Holodomor, the 1932-33 
planned famine inflicted on Ukraine by Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin that killed 8 million people, as a geno- 
cide. He has continued to bring the subject to Parlia- 


ment’s attention since. 


“There is no public monument to honour all of the 
victims and Canadian survivors of the Holodomor in 
Goldring says. “It is 
important to ensure that the Holodomor continues to 
have a permanent place in our nation’s consciousness 
and memory. While facts about the Holodomor were 


the National Capital Region,” 


Court launches proceedings on legality of raising red flag 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The Ukrain- 
ian Constitutional Court has started 
proceedings on the procedure for the 
official use of the red banner of vic- 
tory, according to a posting made on 
the court’s official Web site. 

According to a decision by judge 
panel, the proceedings on this case 
were launched, and work on prep- 
arations for its consideration at a 
court sitting is being done. 

Leader of the Ukrainian People’s 
Party and MP of the Our Ukraine- 
People’s Self-Defence faction 


Bishop David (right) and Boris Radio make their presentations, 


Chornovil’s body to be 
exhumed and examined 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The body of the leader of the Popular Rukh of 
Ukraine, Viacheslav Chornovil, who died in а car crash, will be exhumed 
soon and examined, Ukraine’s Prosecutor General Viktor Pshonka has 
said. 

“We have come very close to the exhumation, an examination by anew 
commission will be held,” Pshonka said on Inter TV channel June 2. 

Chornovil died in a car accident near Kyiv on March 25, 1999, when 
his car collided with a KamAZ trailer truck that was turning on the road. 
His driver, Yevhen Pavlov, also died in the accident, while his press sec- 
retary was injured. 

As reported, Ukrainian Interior Minister Anatoliy Mohyliov said on 
March 31, 2011, that a range of expert examinations are being carried 
out as part of the investigation into the case of the death of Chornovil. 

“Tn my view, there are some mistakes [made in the investigation into 
Chornovil’s case] that must be corrected,” the minister said. 

Mohyliov also said that it would be possible to speak about prospects 
of the investigation into this criminal case only after all expert examina- 
tions are conducted. 

Interior Ministry Spokesperson Viktoria Kushnir, in turn, said that “an 
additional commission-based and comprehensive study” is being con- 


the western world turned its back on 
Ukrainians during the Holodomor 
by choosing to deliberately ignore 
the atrocity when it occurred. 

Trustee Marylin Bergstra said 
we're not doing a good job of 
learning from the past, but can only 
continue to educate and hope that 
we can learn and make changes in 
the future. 

Trustee Larry Kowalczyk said 
that only through bringing this out 
can we learn 

“T think after this presentation 
this evening, myself and I’m sure 
my colleagues, parents and stu- 
dents will think differently about 
the world we live in” and thanked 
the bishop for his suggestion to 
feed the hungry in Edmonton. 

Several representatives of Uk- 


Holocaust. 


was covered up. 


Yuriy Kostenko earlier filed a rel- 
evant motion at the court. 

On April 21 the Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine approved the law on 
the procedure for the official use 
of replicas of the Soviet Banner of 
Victory. 

Ukrainian _ President 
Yanukoyych signed the law. 

Kostenko said that if the president 
signed the law on the unfurling in 
Ukraine of the red banner on May 
9, Victory Day, along with the na- 
tional flag, then the law would be 


Viktor 


suppressed behind the “Iron Curtain” and beyond for 
many years in a deliberate attempt to eradicate his- 
tory, we have an obligation to honour the memory of 
Holodomor victims as part of our collective resolve to 
never forget. The establishment of a national monu- 
ment shall forever remind Canadians of one of the 
darkest chapters in human history and can be a tool to 
help future generations learn about the root causes of 
the Holodomor and its consequences in order to help 
prevent future acts of genocide.” 

Goldring notes that his colleague Tim Uppal, Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Edmonton-Sherwood Park, 
sponsored a Private Member’s Bill for a national 
monument commemorating the victims of the Nazi 


“T supported Tim Uppal’s bill because it was a 
good one, and it made me ask why there is no similar 
monument for the victims of the Holodomor. There 
are Holodomor monuments in cities across Canada, 
including Edmonton, but we need more national rec- 
ognition of this tragedy, this dark side of humanity. A 
national monument would go a long way in informing 
the public about this horrific event that for too long 


ducted as part of the investigation into the death of СПогпоуії. 
According to her, depending on findings of this study the police will 
establish whether this was a case of murder. 


rainian organizations in Edmonton 
attended the board meeting. 

Dr. Orest Talpash, representing 
the Alberta Ukrainian Self Reli- 
ance League, which serves as the 
umbrella for the lay organizations 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of Canada in the province, told 
Ukrainian News: 

“Because so many of our children 
and grandchildren go to the Catholic 
Schools, we wish to go on record 
that we thoroughly endorse Bishop 
Motiuk’s initiative and we congratu- 
late him on his leadership and wish 
to remind people that the perpetra- 
tors of this hideous Holodomor were 
officially atheists so it’s so appropri- 
ate for the Catholic system to remind 
people that\the Communist atheists 
were murderers.” 
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ні 15525 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA Т5Р 448 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - we добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 

¢ counselling and advice 

¢ information, referral 

» translation and interpretation 

» assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
¢ parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
EGM personalized designs 


serving Albertans with dignity a” 712 


for over 36 years ~OFNORTHAMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 


Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car е Senior Citizen Discounts є Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


appealed against in the Constitu- 
tional Court. 


www.debtfree.ca 
A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 


« Collectors Calling? " Wages Garnisheed? = Bills Unpaid? * Credit Refused? 
Call Us About: 
« Consumer Proposals " Bankruptcy Protection » Debt Payment Plans 


FREE Consultation " Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant ¢ Trustee In Bankruptcy 
“Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority” 


(780) 424-9944 Edmonton 
4 -SOO-463-3328 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIRP 
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Ми віримо 
ми віримо 


в Україну, 
в її народ! 


Відповідь Конгресу Українців Канади 
Партії регіонів щодо ролі української діаспори 


"Вже протягом багатьох років Украї- 
ну намагаються повчати з-за кордону..." 
- прозріла Партія регіонів, що розмісти- 
ла на своєму сайті відповідь Конгресу 
Українців Канади на його звернення до 
Президента України заветувати закон про 
обов'язкове використання червоних пра- 
порів. На жаль, не знають у партії або не 
хочуть знати історії України та українців 
у світі, адже цього року відзначається вже 
120 років від поселення перших україн- 
ців на канадській землі. Пройшло багато 
десятків років, було багато іміграційних 
хвиль, та всі ці українці - чи в третьому, 
чи в другому поколінні, чи щойно ново- 
прибулі з України - всі вони залишаються 
невід'ємною частиною українського на- 
роду. І зв'язує їх з рідною землею тисячі 
ниточок любові до своєї Батьківщини, 
до невимовної краси рідної землі, до сво- 
го українського народу, його щирої віри 
і душі, до його мови, традицій, історії та 
культури. 

Діаспора не "повчає з-за кордону" - вона 
живе спільним життям разом зі своїм на- 
родом. Навіть проживаючи далеко від 
рідної землі вона на ділі зберігає свою 
відданість їй, свою турботу. На сьогодні 
тільки в Канаді близько І млн. 200 тисяч 
осіб офіційно визнають своє українське 
походження. Діє понад сто загальноос- 
вітніх українсько-англійських шкіл, пра- 
цюють сім українських кафедр при уні- 
верситетах, численні українські молодечі 
організації, сотні українських танцюваль- 
них гуртків, хорів та інших культурно-- 
мистецьких колективів. Тепер, коли уряд 
закриває українські школи в Україні, в 
Канаді відкриваються нові. 1 це робитьс 
без допомоти' українського чи канадсько" 
го урядів. Всі громадські діячі, включно із 
Конгресом Українців Канади та його Пре- 
зидентом, працюють безоплатно, волон- 
терами. Також інші витрати український 
організацій фінансуються  пожертвами 
відданої української громади в Канаді. 
| По різних куточках Канади створе- 
на мережа українських організацій та 
українських церков. Це в Канаді виходи- 
ли перші наукові праці та дослідження 
про правдиву історію України: Голодо- 
мор, національно-визвольний рух, шес- 
тидесятників, сучасну історію України. 
Українсько-канадська 4 громада 1 завжди 
була разом із Україною - і коли била на 
сполох на весь світ в часи Голодомору, і 
коли Канада першою з західних країн ви- 
знала незалежність України, і коли в часи 
Помаранчевої революції вислала за свої 
кошти 500 міжнародних спостерігачів від 
нашої громади. Цей щоденний зв'язок є 
постійний і зростаючий, на рівні думок, 
на рівні душі і серця, на рівні щоденних 

конкретних справ на користь України та 
українців за кордоном. 

Діаспора, i не тільки в Канаді, а по ціло- 
му світу, живе разом з українським наро- 
дом, є його інтегральною частиною, роз- 
діляє його радості і біди, спільно працює 
над розбудовою української держави, її 
добробуту та утвердження у світі. Тільки 
за останні роки, з ініціативи канадсько- 
української громади, був написаний та 
впроваджений у дію Закон про визнання 
Голодомору геноцидом, був розроблений 
та впроваджений міжурядовий Меморан- 
дум про вільний обмін молоддю, на міль- 
йони доларів вислано гуманітарної (в т. ч. 
сучасної медичної) допомоги. Зараз у про- 
цесі розвитку договір про вільну торгівлю 
між Канадою та Україною, що закріплює 
економічні позиції України на світовому 
ринку. А майже кожна окрема канадсько- 
українська організація має безліч своїх 
проектів в Україні на різних рівнях - кра- 
їни, області, міста чи села. А кожна укра- 
їнська родина, розірвана між Канадою та 
Україною, тримає тісний та нерозривний 
людський зв'язок, 


Відкритий 


лист 


Важливми є 1 економічні зв'язки "за- 
робітчан" з Україною. За розрахунками 
українських експертів близько 6 млрд. 
доларів приходить в Україну річно тільки 
через офіційні банківські посередники, а 
неофіційна цифра вже перевищує 20-25 
млрд. доларів річно від українців розки- 
даних по всьому світу. Це значно переви- 
щує сумарні надходження в Україну усіх 
форм іноземних інвестицій. 

Тому, діаспора “He повчає", а разом зі 
зневіреним народом України пробує до- 
битися до влади в Україні, до Президента, 
Верховної Ради, провідних партій з чіт- 
ким посланням, що антиукраїнська полі- 
тика щодо свого народу, своєї мови, своєї 
історії та культури, не приведе до пози- 
тивних результатів. 

За будь-якої влади, українці всього світу, 
й Канади зокрема, будуть завжди стояти 
на сторожі розвитку Української держави, 
демократії, людських прав та свободи сло- 
ва, розвитку культури та правдивої історії 
України, її інтеграції у сучасне міжнарод- 
не співтовариство розвинутих західних 
держав. Ми вважаємо це не тільки нашим 
правом, а і нашим моральним обов'язком 
перед Україною. Діаспора завжди була, є 
і буде допоміжним містком між Україною 
і світом, міжнародними організаціями та 
урядами західних країн. 


« 


1 На жаль, владні політичні сили в Украї- 
Hi, ведуть до розколу та ворожнечі як в се- 


редині країни так і з діаспорою, до повер- 
нення тоталітаризму, символів та ідолів 
минулого, шляхом нехтування економіч- 
них та політичних національних інтер- 
есів, перекручування та нищення правди- 
вої української історії, освіти та культури 
на догоду імперським вимогам північного 
сусіда. Це є дорога в нікуди. 

Підписавши провокаційний "червоно- 
прапорний" закон Президент втратив 
чергову нагоду стримати деструктивні 
дії влади та зокрема своєї Партії регіо- 
нів, принизивши свою країну та всіх, хто 
боровся і бореться за її незалежність, за 
подолання трагічного тоталітарного ми- 
нулого, за вільну 1 демократичну Україну, 
яку символізує її офіційний синьо-жовтий 
прапор. 

Вся світова українська діаспора нара- 
ховує близько 20 мільйонів чоловік, що 
живуть більш ніж в 35 країнах світу та 
добре зорганізована через такі організа- 
ції як Світовий Конгрес Українців, Кон- 
грес Українців Канади та інші крайові 
надбудови. В кожній з цих країн українці 
хочуть бачити Україну незалежною, де- 
мократичною і процвітаючою державою 
Впливаючи на уряди своїх країн, вони ма- 
ють можливість підтримувати та спрямо- 
вувати Україну на цьому шляху. Яскравим 
прикладом цього є Канада, уряд якої виді- 
ляє великі кошти на ліквідацію наслідків 
Чорнобильської катастрофи, Канадське 
Агенство з Міжнародного Розвитку фі- 
нансує програми розвитку регіонів, ін- 
вестицій та торгівлі з Україною, розвива- 
ються міждержавні зв'язки. Це є прямим 
наслідком успішної взаємодії української 
діаспори та уряду Канади. 

Багато успішних країн світу, наприклад, 
Ізраїль, Італія, Індія, Польща та багато 
інших активно співпрацюють зі своїми 
діаспорами як 3 довіреними радниками i 
впливовими послами. Україні теж час на- 
вчитися жити зі своєю діаспорою. 

Ми віримо в Україну, ми віримо в її на- 
род! 

Тарас Залуський, 
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Батьки донецьких школярів протестують проти закриття шкіл у місті. 
Донецьк, 15 квітня 2011 р. 


Вчителі української школи у 
Донецьку скаржаться на тиск 


Ольга Доровських, Радіо Свобода 


Вчителі донецької школи Noelll 3 
українською мовою навчання скаржать- 
ся на тиск з боку керівництва райвідділу 
освіти. Педагоги заявили, що їх змушу- 
ють збирати з батьків заяви про переве- 
дення учнів до іншої школи. Попри те, 
що батькам вдалось в суді опротестувати 
рішення Донецької міськради про закрит- 
тя україномовної школи Мо111. Чиновни- 
ки відповідають, що таким чином викону- 
ють рішення влади. 

Одразу після останнього дзвоника 
вчителям 111-ї донецької школи нака- 
зали якомога швидше зібрати з батьків 
заяви про переведення їхніх дітей до 
інших-закладів. Їм здавалось, що "школу 
з українською мовою навчання врятува- 
ли, адже напередодні Ворошиловський 
районний суд Донецька ухвалив зупини- 
ти дію рішення міськради про ліквідацію 
школи. Але у вівторок керівник Петровсь- 
кого райвідділу освіти Лариса Фофанова 
провела збори з учителями i директо- 
ром школи, на яких вимагала зібрати всі 
батьківські заяви за один день. Про це 
Радіо Свобода розповіла вчителька школи 
111 Лариса Конах. 

«Нам ще було сказано, щоб ми там 
сиділи 1 ніхто додому не йшов, поки не 
зберемо всі заяви. I ще нам розказува- 
ли, як можна прекрасно попрацювати. 
І нам пропонували сидіти там до ночі, 
а завтра усім дати відгул. Казки вони 
нам розповідають. Це було не те слово - 
суцільний тиск на нас!» - зауважує вчи- 
телька. 


За словами Конах, у школі роздрукува- 
ли типові заяви, в які залишається тільки 
вписати прізвища учнів. Збирання заяв 
триватиме, оскільки рішення міськради 
не скасували, а лише зупинили, пояснила 
керівник відділу освіти Лариса Фофанова. 

«Я справді була сьогодні (31 травня 
- ред.) в школі, - каже вона. - Якщо ви 
знаєте, що рішенням сесії міськради від 15 
квітня ухвалено ліквідувати школу Мо111. 
Скажіть будь ласка, відділ освіти має 
якось реагувати дієво на рішення вищого 
органу влади у місті Донецьку? У мене 
дві проблеми. Де має бути | вересня кож- 
на дитина, і де має бути кожний учитель 
і технічний працівник? Відповідно я маю 
вживати якихось управлінських заходів, 
керуючись рішенням сесії». 

Аналогічну позицію відстоює 1 дирек- 
тор школи Світлана Бабенко. «У мене на 
руках немає такого рішення (суду - ред.), 
не було, лише сьогодні (31 травня - ред.) 
батьки принесли. Я так розумію, що в 
мене має бути наказ відділу освіти про 
припинення. Тоді я дію так, у рамках цього 
наказу», - каже директор школи. 

Конах вважає, що заяви можуть зіграти 
проти учнів на наступному суді, адже вони 
означатимуть згоду всіх дітей перейти до 
іншої школи. Тому батьки відмовляються 
підписувати заяви, незважаючи на тиск. 

Боротьба за школу з українською мовою 
навчання Nelll триває вже півроку. Це 
одна із 26 шкіл в області, які місцева вла- 
да планує закрити до початку нового на- 
вчального року. 


Росія здійснює щодо України 
економічну експансію - Соскін 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Зростання товарообігу з Росією призво- 
дить до зростання втрат української еко- 
номіки, заявив Радіо Свобода економічний 
експерт Олег Соскін, коментуючи резуль- 
тати наради міністрів фінансів країн СНД. 
Під час заходу наголошувалося на тому, що 
фінансова система України вийшла з кризи 
завдяки, зокрема, співпраці з Росією. Зро- 
стання взаємного товарообігу двох країни 
називають серед показників успішного по- 
долання наслідків глобальної економічної 
кризи і у парламенті. 

Збільшення кількості та обсягів імпорт- 
но-експортних операцій між Україною та 
Росією є показником відновлення еконо- 
міки після глобальної кризи, вважає го- 
лова Української спілки промисловців і 
підприємців, депутат від Партії регіонів 
Анатолій Кінах. Це у свою чергу є резуль- 
татом зовнішньої політики влади, каже він. 

«Є результат відновлення комунікації 
і спільних дій. У першому кварталі 2011 
товарообіг між Україною та Росією до- 


сяг 12,2 млрд. доларів - плюс 71% до 
аналогічного періоду минулого року. Тож 
суть антикризових заходів - не втрати- 
ти економічний простір, ринки збуту, 
підвищувати платоспроможність і попит 
на внутрішніх ринках, формувати рівні 
умови», - зауважив Кінах. 

Самерівних умов в українсько-російських 
відносинах і немає, вважає директор 
Інституту трансформації суспільства Сос- 
кін. На його думку, Росія не зацікавлена у 
тому, щоб Україна стримувала прибутки від 
взаємних торговельних операцій. 

«Якщо проаналізувати товарообіг України 
та Росії за останні роки, то ми маємо 
постійне від'ємне сальдо. Росія постійно 
вводить нам обмеження. Тільки ми знахо- 
димо сектор, де ми можемо експортувати 
в Росію, вона моментально цю нішу нам 
штучно перекриває. Росія здійснює сто- 
совно України неоколоніальну економічну 
експансію. I особливо жахлива ситуація 
склалася після приходу нової команди, уря- 
ду Азарова», - зазначив Соскін. 
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Tymoshenko to take case to 
European Court of Human Rights 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Former 
Ukrainian Premier and Leader 
of the Batkivschyna Party Yulia 
Tymoshenko will seek fair con- 
sideration of the case on gas con- 
tracts against her at the European 
Court of Human Rights after it 
passes through the court system in 
Ukraine. 

June 8 the Kyiv City Court of 
Appeals considered Tymoshenko’s 
appeal against the opening of a 
criminal case on gas contracts 
against her by the Prosecutor Gen- 
eral’s Office of Ukraine. 

“What happened today is the rea- 
son why we went to these corrupt 
courts — only to get the right to ap- 
peal to the European Court of Hu- 
man Rights. The court of appeals 
is the court of last resort in these 
cases. And since it is the last re- 
sort, then according to all the prin- 
ciple rules of the European Court 
of Human Rights, we can lodge a 
complaint even tomorrow,” Tym- 
oshenko told reporters after Kyiv 
Court of Appeals dismissed her 
complaint over the unlawfulness 
of the criminal proceedings against 
her on gas contracts. 

“Yulia Tymoshenko stated num- 
erous times that the Ukrainian 
judicial system is being strictly 


Appeals. 
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Yulia Tymoshenko talks to reporters outside the Kyiv City Court of 


controlled by the authorities of 
[Ukrainian President Viktor] 
Yanukovych, which is using the ju- 
diciary for the criminal oppression 
of political opponents, as has been 
recognized by many international 
and European organizations,” reads 
the posting on her we site. 


The ex-premier is charged with 
the misuse of funds received by 
Ukraine under the Kyoto Protocol, 
abuse of office while purchasing 
Opel Combo vehicles against gov- 
егатепі guarantees, and abuse of 
power during the conclusion of gas 
contracts with Russia in 2009. 


_ EU Parliament passes resolution 
on Tymoshenko case 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The European Parliament has 
adopted a resolution criticizing the Ukrainian author- 
ities’ use of criminal law as a tool to achieve political 
aims. 

The resolution was supported by the majority of 
parliamentarians at a plenary meeting of the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg on June 9. 

June 8 the European Parliament drafted a common 
resolution on Ukraine in which the basic clauses re- 
mained unchanged — with calls not to use criminal law 
to prosecute the opposition and not to restrict the free- 
dom of movement of political leaders. 

A draft resolution, entitled “The cases of Yulia 
Tymoshenko and other members of the former gov- 
ernment,” was agreed upon at a special consultative 
meeting of political groups, which was convened in 
Strasbourg on June 7 in order to find a compromise. 

Earlier, the European Parliament submitted five sep- 
arate draft resolutions for discussion (from five out 
of the seven parliamentary groups), and as a result 
of talks the positions of four groups were reflected in 
the joint draft resolution, in particular, the European 
People’s Party, the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 
and Democrats, the Greens/European Free Alliance 
and the European United Left/Nordic Green Left. 

The Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Demo- 

crats (ALDE) refused to support the resolution. 
As before, the European Conservatives and Reform- 
ists Group abstained. 


The joint draft resolution by the European Parlia- 
ment includes a clause that previously appeared in 
most draft resolutions in which the parliament warned 
the Ukrainian authorities “against the possible use of 
criminal law as a tool to achieve political ends, and 
calls on the Ukrainian authorities to ensure that judi- 
cial measures are not used selectively, and inyestiga- 
tions, prosecutions and trials are held in maximum 
transparency.” 

On May 26 The European Union said it was con- 
сегпед about “suggestions of political motivation” 
behind criminal cases brought against Yulia Tym- 
oshenko. Ukrainian prosecutors on May 24 charged 
Yulia Tymoshenko with abuse of office for signing a 
gas import contract with Russia at prices that officials 
say were too high. 

Prosecutor General’s Office spokesman Yuriy Boy- 
chenko said Tymoshenko’s actions cost the state 3.5 
billion hryynia ($440 million) in damages. 

He declined further comment on the charges and the 
possible sentence. 

The contract was signed amid a bitter pricing war 
with Russia, in which Russia cut off shipments to 
Ukraine. 

Government officials say the contract commits 
Ukraine to pay prices for natural gas that are higher 
than many other European countries. 

Tymoshenko, who has also been charged in two 
other cases, refutes this claim. 


Prosecutor: Tymoshenko may get new charges 


Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine’s prosecutor general 
announced on June 9 that alleged evidence of financial 
offenses by the former Cabinet might lead to further 
charges against ex-prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

“There remain records of preliminary investigations 
at the SBU [Ukrainian Security Service], to which a 
legal qualification will be given,” Viktor Pshonka told 
reporters. 

He said this might result in what Would Бе the fourth 
set of criminal proceedings against Tymoshenko, who 


is accused of offenses in overseeing vaccine purchases 
during an epidemic. 

Pshonka said, however, that government officials 
besides Tymoshenko were also targets of the investi- 
gations he was referring to. 

“All that was illegally taken from the state will be 
returned to the state,” the prosecutor said. 

“It’s very correct that there are lawsuits,” he said. 


~“This confirms the illegality of activities by’ officials 


who were taking part in various decisions.” 


Prosecutor: Kuchma 
abused power, but 
didn’t order murder 


By Yuriy Onyshkiv, Kyiv Post 

Adding even more confusion to the sad saga of the unsolved Sept. 16, 
2000, murder of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, General Prosecutor Viktor 
Pshonka said that former President Leonid Kuchma is not suspected of 
ordering the murder. 

But the former leader is suspected of “exceeding his authority” as 
president in giving orders that led to the journalist’s death. 

His remarks only raised more fears of a continuing cover-up. 

“In the end, the investigation came to the conclusion that the 
responsibility for this event should be laid upon the former head of the 
Interior Ministry [Yuriy Kravchenko] and former President [Leonid 
Kuchma],” Pshonka said in a May 28 interview with the Zerkalo Nedeli 
weekly. “Kuchma had no intent for the end result of this tragedy.” 

Kravchenko died of two gunshot wounds to the head on March 4, 2005. 
Authorities called them self-inflicted but his death remains suspicious. 
Kuchma, meanwhile, left power in 2005 after a decade of rule. 

According to prosecutors, Kuchma might be convicted of a crime yet 
face no punishment unless the court waives the statute of limitations. In 
such an event, authorities say Kuchma could get up to 12 years in prison. 

However, Pshonka didn’t bother explaining the contradiction between 
the conclusion that Kuchma is responsible yet also had no intent on 
murder. 

The prosecutor general also did not provide any details of exactly 
what role Kuchma is suspected of having in the beheaded journalist’s 
kidnapping and brutal murder. 

So, according to prosecutors, Kuchma might be convicted of a crime 
yet face no punishment unless the court waives the statute of limitations. 
In such an event, authorities say Kuchma could get up to 12 years in 
prison. 

The prosecutors base their evidence partly on the tapes recorded by 
Kuchma’s former bodyguard, Mykola Melnychenko, in 2000. “Take care 
of him,” a voice resembling Kuchma’s said on a recording dated June 12, 
2000. In another recording, Kuchma reportedly said of Gongadze: “We 
need some Chechens to kidnap him for ransom.” 

Kuchma and senior officials in his administration have long been 
suspected by critics and Gongadze’s widow, Myroslava, of playing a role 
in the murder and the subsequent cover-up. 

Valentyna Telychenko, lawyer of Gongadze’s widow Myroslava, said 
prosecutors are not interested in bringing Kuchma to justice. Telychenko 
has been studying the materials of the case for two months, but has not 
yet been shown the investigators’ document detailing the official charges 
against Kuchma. 

“Tn my opinion, the prosecutor’s office did not and still does not intend 
to establish the truth, to show who ordered the murder, and does not 
think Kuchma ordered it,” Telychenko said. “A negligently conducted 
investigation may end in acquittal of the ex-president.” 
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Canada 
School Holodomor 


Days should be 
declared across Canada 


The Edmonton Catholic School District became the first educational 
institution in Alberta to declare a school Holodomor Day when trustees 
unanimously voted to declare the last Friday in November as Holodomor 
(Ukrainian Famine Genocide) Memorial Day, May 31. 

Such a memorial day was first declared by the Toronto District School 
Board, the largest in Canada, in September, 2007. Other jurisdictions 
that have approved such a memorial day since then include: the Ham- 
ilton-Wentworth Public School Board, the Hamilton-Wentworth Cath- 
olic School Board and the Durham District School Board in Oshawa. 
In Manitoba, the department of education encourages schools to rec- 
ognize and commemorate Holodomor through various activities and 
initiatives. Manitoba’s Bill 217 is one of the references for teachings 
about Holodomor. The department has also sent notices to schools in 
early November with information about its Diversity/Human rights site 
at Manitoba Education where Holodomor resources are listed and ex- 
plained and information about Holodomor commemorations going on in 
Winnipeg. 

The board’s resolution encourages schools to undertake a moment of 
silence or other activity during Holodomor Memorial Day, in recognition 
of the millions of Ukrainians who died as a result of this genocide. But 
schools can go beyond that. It would be useful for them to initiate special 
education programs like showing films about the Holodomor, reading 
eyewitness testimonies, even inviting some of the Holodomor survivors 
who are still alive to talk about their experiences. 

Trustees voted to approve this motion following an eloquent presen- 
tation by Bishop David (Motiuk), Edmonton Eparch of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church and Boris Radio, Assistant Superintendent, Edu- 
cational Planning for ECSD. 

One of Bishop David’s most compelling arguments was that the EC- 
SD’s action in declaring such a day “will stand in the eyes of the naysay- 
ers in Ukraine and beyond that to those would ever even consider to say 
this event never took place.” That’s because Education Minister Dmitri 
Tabachnyk has ordered that the Holodomor be removed from Ukrain- 
ian textbooks in line with the neo-Soviet Yanukovych regime’s desire 
to minimize the Holodomor by denying it was a genocide and by sup- 
pressing its awareness, in line with the official position taken by Putinist 
Russia. Since the existence of the Holodomor can no longer be denied 
outright as it was for 50 years under the USSR, minimizing it is the new 
strategy adopted by those who once denied it outright. 

And it is not only in the e merging neo-Soviet bloc that such revision- 
ism is occurring. We have noticed that many Western academics are 
joining the minimization movement, most clearly demonstrated by the 
“Open Letter: The UCCLA, the UCC and the Canadian Museum for Hu- 
man Rights*, signed by 78 international scholars and other individuals 
(see Ukrainian News, April 28 — May 11, 2011). 

Therefore it is once again up to the Diaspora community to keep the 
memory of the victims alive and to raise Holodomor consciousness 
around the world, just as we did during the existence of the USSR. 
Therefore we commend the Edmonton Catholic School District, the 
Toronto District School Board, the Hamilton-Wentworth Public School 
Board, the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic School Board, the Durham 
District School Board for taking the initiative to declare Holodomor Me- 
morial Days in their schools and we encourage other jurisdictions to do 
the same. And we should not only remember the Holodomor, but also all 
the other mass murders and tragedies of the twentieth century. 

We must commemorate such atrocities not only for the memory of the 
millions of victims, but also to learn from such gross acts of inhumanity, 
50 that they may never happen again. 


DA is 
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Yanukovych relies on Soviet 
nationalism to stay in power 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—Western and Ukrainian analysts have 
long argued that three, basic factors apply in any 
political analysis of Ukraine. 

First, President Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of 
Regions (like other centrist parties) has no ideology. 

Second, Ukraine’s regional diversity prevents the 
monopolization of power by one political force. 

And third, unlike in Russia, ruling parties cannot use 
nationalism in Ukraine to remain in power. 

Violence last month in Lviv showed that all three of 
these factors are wrong. 

On May 9, nationalist protestors clashed with 
police, Russian nationalists, Communists and the 
Russian Consul, a Soviet-era flag was burnt, and a 
commemoration wreath was destroyed. An adviser to 
a local deputy was shot in the leg. 

Violence was inevitable after the parliamentary 
coalition supporting President Yanukovych voted on 
April 21 to fly Soviet flags on Victory Day (celebrating 
the end of World War П) for the first time since Ukraine 
became independent. 

A poster for the 2004 Ukrainian presidential election, 
emphasizing interregional differences in the country. 
During, and since the 2004 presidential election, the 
inciting of interregional conflict has been a strategy 
forged by Ukrainian and Russian political consultants 
(“technologists”) working for Yanukovych and the 
Party of Regions to ensure they remain in power. 

Yanukovych therefore cannot fulfill promises of 
national integration that he supported in the 2010 
election campaign as he would have to take three 
impossible steps. 

First, he would have to halt the Party of Regions’ 
reported financing of the nationalist Svoboda(Freedom) 
party, which was involved in the provocations in Lviv. 

Svoboda’s previous name in the 1990s was the 
Social National Party, a name that clearly evokes links 
to the Nazis. Mainstream nationalist parties in Ukraine 
and the diaspora rightly refuse to have any dealings 
with Svoboda. 

Second, the Party of Regions should no longer 
draw on divisive issues, such as hostility to Ukrainian 
nationalism, anti-Americanism and hyping alleged 
threats from “Ukrainianization” to mobilize its core 
ex-communist voters during elections. 

Third, Yanukovych should return to the religious 
policy promoted by Ukraine’s first three presidents 
by staying neutral between the warring Ukrainian and 
Russian Orthodox Churches (ROC) in Ukraine. 

Yanukovych is the first president to grant the ROC a 
de facto state and official position while marginalizing 
Ukrainian Orthodox and Greek-Catholics, as well as 
other religious denominations. ROC Patriarch Kirill 
has visited Ukraine countless times in the last three 
years with Yanukovych in tow as his host. 

Ukraine is more divided today than at any time in its 
two-decade, post-Soviet history. 

This divide that has been deepened by Education 
Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk’s Sovietophile policies, 
the return of the Soviet term “Great Patriotic War” and 
the flying of the Soviet flag, as well as importing the 
Russian position on the 1933 Holodomor, or “terror- 
famine.” 

Freedom House recommended in its April 27 
report “Sounding the Alarm: Protecting Democracy 
in Ukraine” that Yanukovych “[d]ismiss Education 
Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk, arguably the most 
polarizing official in the cabinet, for sowing 
unnecessary and dangerous divisions within Ukraine 
over issues of identity, language, and education.” 

Let’s return to the three major misperceptions about 
Ukraine. 

The first is ideology. Yanukovych and the Party of 
Regions have a stable 20 percent base of support from 
former leftist, Stalinist and pan-Slavic voters who, 
until the 2004 elections, voted for the Communist 
Party, Progressive Socialist Party and Slavic Unity 
Party respectfully. 

Since the 2006 elections, their natural allies in 
Crimea and Odessa haye also been Russian nationalist- 
separatists who were permitted to travel to Lviv for the 
May 9 provocations. 

Yanukovych and the Party of Regions therefore do 
not have the same electorate as other centrist parties 


Commentary 


such as Trudova Ukrayina (now called Silna Ukrayina 
and led by Deputy Prime Minister Serhiy Tihipko) and 
the NDP (Peoples Democratic Party). These centrist 
parties target Ukraine’s new middle class and have a 
liberal ideology. 

In contrast, the Party of Regions has integrated left- 
populist paternalistic state capitalism and is perceived 
as supporting oligarchs. 

This is evident in the foreign partners with whom the 
Party of Regions has signed cooperation agreements 
— Vladimir Putin’s Unified Russia party, the Chinese 
Communist Party and the Socialist group in the 
European Parliament (none of whom are liberals). 

The second factor, regional diversity, is overcome by 
the administration through divide-and-rule policies. 
The first region, Eastern Ukraine, can be controlled 
by appealing to pro-Russian and Sovietophile issues 
and by portraying the Party of Regions as defenders 
against “Ukrainian nationalism” which showed its 
“ugly face” on May 9 in Lviv. 

The strategy directed at the second regional group, 
central Ukrainians, is to divide them from the “crazy 
nationalist Galicians,” a plan successfully used in 
March 2001 when violence provoked by the authorities 
at an opposition rally in Kyiv turned the city against 
western Ukrainian radicals in the “Ukraine Without 
Kuchma” movement. 

Changes in legislation last year also removed the 
right of Kyivites to vote for the city’s mayor, who is 
henceforth the same person as the governor appointed 
by the president. 

Finally, if all else fails, there is always political 
corruption, which was endemic in Kyiv and the region 
under former Mayor Leonid Chernovetskyy. 

The strategy for the third regional group, western 
Ukraine, is for it to become a Svoboda stronghold. 

Yulia Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchina (Fatherland) 
party was denied registration in Kyiv and Lviv, two 
of its regional strongholds, in the October 2010 local 
elections. 

This step ensured Svoboda’s victory in three 
Galician oblasts, the first time a nationalist party has 
won control of Western Ukraine. 

The third misperception is the alleged inability of 
Ukrainian authorities to use nationalism. Well-known 
Ukrainian sociologist Valeriy Khmelko believes 
“social authoritarianism” is stronger in eastern 
Ukraine, where its political face is extreme leftist 
parties and the Party of Regions, and has a stable 20 
or more percent nationwide support. This compares 
to only 3-5 percent nationwide support for the “social 
authoritarian” Svoboda, whose support is limited to 
Galicians. 

It is increasingly dawning on Western policy makers 
that the Yanukovych administration believes it will 
remain in office indefinitely; after all, giving up power 
goes against the grain of Eurasian, post-Soviet political 
culture. 

In Eurasia, giving up power is also dangerous. The 
unleashing of criminal charges against Tymoshenko 
and her allies, and against ex-President Leonid 
Kuchma, has opened up a Pandora ‘s box of potential 
countercharges against current government officials 
and ex-President Yanukoych — if they are out of 
power. 

The popularity of Yanukovych and the Party of 
Regions is plummeting and will continue to plummet 
if IMF-mandated reforms, such as raising the pension 
age for women from 55 to 60 and increasing household 
utility prices by 50 percent for a second time are 
implemented. 

With its popularity collapsing, coupled with a fear 
of being out of power, the Yanukovych administration 
is promoting a strategy of regional divide-and-rule 
through polarization, using May 9-style provocations, 
to maintain its eastern Ukrainian electorate 
permanently mobilized. 

The traditional Soviet policy of dividing eastern 
against western Ukrainians, then “bourgeois 
nationalists” and now “crazy Galicians,” remains in 
place. 
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Uncertain future for Azarov| Time for Western 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On June 1, Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych fired the deputy prime 
minister in charge of utilities and construction, Vik- 
tor Tikhonoy, and his deputy, Yury Khyvrych. The 
two were dismissed not for the government’s failure 
to reform the utility sector, which would have been 
more logical, but were made scapegoats for high util- 
ity service prices, a natural decision when energy 
prices are rising globally. There are signs that Prime 
Minister, Mykola Azarov, may be the next official to 
be dismissed. The popularity of the ruling Party of 
Regions (PRU) is falling ahead of the October 2012 
parliamentary election and Azarov makes the ideal 
scapegoat for slow reform and economic hardships. 

Azaroy became prime minister in March 2010 after 
Yanukovych’s victory in the February 2010 presiden- 
tial election. The rumours that Yanukovych thought 
about dismissing him started to circulate around the 
turn of the year when it became obvious that the PRU 
was rapidly losing popularity. Many of those who 
voted for Yanukovych understood that he had prom- 
ised in the election campaign more than he could de- 
liver, like raising the status of the Russian language, 
and that economic reform advocated by his team 
would involve such unpopular steps as hiking the re- 
tirement age for women from 55 to 60 and increasing 
utility service prices. 

The PRU’s popularity continues to decline, accord- 
ing to opinion polls. For example, polls by SOCIS 
showed that in early May only 16 percent of Ukrain- 
іап5 were ready to vote for the PRU, compared to 
26 percent last December. By contrast, the rating of 
the second most popular party, the opposition bloc 
of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, hardly 
changed hovering at around 11 percent to 12 percent. 
In this situation, the dismissal of Azarov who is for- 
mally responsible for the government’s unpopular 
economic policy would be a logical step closer to the 
elections. This should be very easy for Yanukovych 
as he rather than the parliamentary majority decides 
on prime ministerial appointments and dismissals ac- 
cording to the 1996 constitution which was restored 
last year. Azarov’s dismissal would not transform him 
into Yanukovych’s rival as Azarov is unpopular and 
has no presidential ambitions. 

Yanukovych started to publicly show his disappoint- 
ment with Azarov this past winter, when he lambasted 
Азагоу for slow deregulation and tax reform and for 
dragging out the free trade talks with the European 
Union. Later, Yanukovych publicly criticized Azarov 
for the country’s poor investment image, saying 
the government was not doing enough to promote 
Ukraine’s image internationally. May 26, Yanukovych 


raised his voice at Azaroy, blaming him for the goy- 
ernment’s failure to introduce “economically justified 
utility prices,’ which is a euphemism for low state- 
subsidized prices. Yanukovych told Azarov that could 
be his last warning if the situation were not changed 
by the end of July. Consequently, Azarov may lose his 
job this summer. 

Meanwhile, Yanukovych decided to fire the min- 
ister in charge of utilities and his deputy. Following 
a cabinet meeting on June 1, Yanukovych dismissed 
Tikhonoy and Khyvrych officially for not doing 
enough to make utility prices uniform across the coun- 
try, which is hardly possible given that most utilities 
are in private hands and conditions such as climate and 
infrastructure vary across the country. Commenting on 
the dismissals, Azarov said they were “obviously un- 
avoidable,” yet he added that the two men “did their 
best.” Yanukovych also fired Sevastopol Governor 
Valery Saratov, apparently for the same reason. 

Tymoshenko predicted that Azarov would also be 
dismissed shortly as the person on whom Yanukovych 
would lay the blame for his own and the PRU’s mis- 
calculations. Azarov may be either preceded or fol- 
lowed by Finance Minister, Fedir Yaroshenko, and 
Deputy Prime Minister, Serhiy Tihipko, a liberal for- 
mer banker who has been in charge of the least popu- 
lar tax and pension reforms. Yanukovych recently 
warned Yaroshenko, a protégé of Azarov that he could 
be axed shortly. As for Tihipko, during a recent press 
conference he repeated his earlier threat that if par- 
liament fails to pass his pension reform this summer, 
he would resign. Unlike Azarov, Tihipko is independ- 
ent of Yanukovych and he has his own party, Strong 
Ukzaine, which like the PRU has been losing popular- 
ity. By quitting the unpopular government ahead of the 
elections, Tihipko possibly could do the party which 
he heads a favour. 

The Ukrainian media has been full of rumours on 
who might replace Azaroy. The former state property 
chief and current economy minister in Tymoshenko’s 
shadow government, Oleksandr Bondar, suggested 


this could be Arseny Yatsenyuk, a former parliament- | 


ary speaker and former foreign minister. This way 
Yanukovych could remove a competitor by taking him 
onboard, Bondar explained. Yatsenyuk who like Tym- 
oshenko is in opposition to Yanukovych has been the 
country’s third most popular politician according to re- 
cent opinion polls. Among other candidates most often 
named by local commentators are First Deputy Prime 
Minister, Andry Klyuyev, a businessman from Yanuko- 
vych’s native Donetsk Region, and Justice Minister, 
Oleksandr Lavrynovych, who is one of the authors of 
the controversial constitutional, judicial and electoral 
reforms aimed at cementing Yanukovych’s rule. 


Kravchuk, Yushchenko ask Yanukovych 
to intervene at Tithe Church 


(RISU)—Former Ukrainian Presidents Leonid Kray- 
chuk (1991-1994) and Viktor Yuschenko (2005-2010) 
have asked incumbent President Viktor Yanukovych 
to intervene in the situation at the Tithe (Desiatynna) 
Church in Kyiv and to stop construction work, accord- 
ing to their open letter obtained by Interfax-Ukraine. 

“We consider it our civic duty to address you in con- 
nection with the alarming situation at a monument 
of history and archaeology, which is the foundations 
of the world-famous 10th-century Tithe Church in 
Kyiv,” reads the letter. 

“The illegal installation of construction trailers took 
place near the foundations of the Tithe Church at about 
2300 on May 25, 2011. At the same time, representa- 
tives of the developer refused to show any permits for 
conducting construction work to the security guards 
of the reserve and police officers who were called to 
the scene. If religious shrines have already become the 
subject of raider attacks, then a lot of questions arise, 
first of all, for the authorities. Is this possible in a civil- 
ized country?” Kravchuk and Yuschenko said. 

The letter notes that such a self-confidence of the 
developer disturbed not only Kyiv but also the entire 
country. 

“The attempt of the so-called recreation of the Tithe 
Church is a direct violation of international security 
law — the International Charter for the Conservation 
and Restoration of Monuments and Sites (Venice, 

1964), the Charter for the Protection and Management 
of the Archaeological Heritage (Lausanne, 1990), the 
European Convention on the Protection of the Ar- 
chaeological Heritage (Valletta, 1992), the UNESCO 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage, which were signed and 
ratified by Ukraine,” reads the letter. 

“We are completely against the shrine of the Kyiv 
Rus, the mother of all Ukrainian churches, being a 


bone of interreligious contention and the subject of 
political speculation. Therefore, a politically and cul- 
turally prudent step will be to preserve the monument 
in its original form — until a time when construction 
technology will help not to destroy it or the cultural 
layer surrounding it,” the letter reads. 

In this regard, Kravchuk and Yushchenko asked 
Yanukovych to personally oversee the situation sur- 
rounding this monument of archaeology. 

“We also consider it necessary to instruct the Kyiv 
City Administration to make the foundations of the 
Tithe Church a museum, as well as to conduct a man- 
datory public and expert discussion of the final draft of 
[plans for] its preservation,” reads the letter. 

As reported, on May 19, the competition commis- 
sion to determine the further fate of the remains of the 
foundations of the Tithe Church in Kyiv selected two 
winners of the competition. One of the projects, de- 
signed by Andriy Myrhorodsky, proposed that the re- 
mains of the Tithe Church foundations be covered by 
“a glass cross” and a small chapel be built, while the 
second project, proposed by Olha Kruhliak, foresees 
the construction of a small medieval church. 

The commission suggested that the two creative 
groups unite to design a joint project. 

On May 27, Head of Kyiv City State Administration 
Oleksandr Popov said that no construction work would 
be conducted on the remains of the Tithe Church foun- 
dations without proper licenses and documents. He said 
that archaeologists were continuing to work at the scene. 

In related news, the head of the Political Council 
of Our Ukraine, Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, sent an ad- 
dress to General Director of UNESCO Iryna Bokova 
with a request to intervene in the situation and, as an 
international organization, to influence the authorities 
of Kyiv to stop the barbarian actions of the entities, 
‘about which the police still suppress information.” , 
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sanctions against 
Ukraine? 


By Walter Derzko 

Volodymyr Yavorivsky and other opposition members are calling on 
the European Union and other western countries to impose targeted 
sanctions against Ukraine, aimed at the Cabinet of Ministers and 
Ukraine’s top oligarch clans. 

Opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko promises to file more lawsuits in 
several other countries against President Viktor Yanukovych’s criminal 
entourage. “I will initiate criminal cases against Ukrainian corruptioneers 
in several more countries in order to protect people from price increases 
and inflation.” said Tymoshenko on TVi. The first case, already accepted 
by a New York court involving intermediary RosUkrEnergo and its co- 
owner Dmytro Firtash, falls within the competence of American justice. 
“This is related to America because the money that was laundered by 
RosUkrEnergo came from the International Monetary Fund, the budget 
of which is formed mostly by American taxpayers,” she explained. “We 
turned to the courts under the laws of America and they will get these 
corruptioneers and look into where every kopeck went that was taken 
from the State Budget of Ukraine and simultaneously the International 
Monetary Fund,” she added. 

President Viktor Yanukovych has signed a decree writing off the debts 
of private Ukrainian energy companies. It’s an absolute outrage, since the 
sum surpasses US $3billion of IMF-borrowed money, that was essentially 
gifted to friends and relatives, without impunity. Most Ukrainians buy 
energy from and pay utility bills to Oblgaz and Oblenergo, but these 
corrupt structures don’t pay for consumed gas and electricity, but 
launder these public funds directly to offshore holdings. Owners of these 
intermediaries include Firtash, Kolomojsky, Surkis, and several Russians 
(Babakov, the Russian Deputy Speaker, and Vekselberg). 

It would be interesting to speculate who else could be targets for 
sanctions. 

If the political will exists, sanctions can be imposed by the EU just 
for the show trials and persecutions against Yulia Tymoshenko and 
Yurij Lutsenko, who has been imprisoned in pretrial detention since 
December 2010.. Section 27 of a PACE report released May 31, supports 
this: “Recently, the Prosecutor General opened criminal cases against 
a number of former government officials belonging to the opposition, 
including against Ms Timoshenko for “excess of authority” and “abuse 
of office”. We stress that no-one should be above the law, especially 
government officials, but the fact that only formers government officials 
that belong to the opposition are charged could indicate political revenge 
or selective justice, which would be unacceptable if that were the case. 
These concerns seem to be reinforced by the fact that the charges do 
not allege corruption but rather challenge the correctness of political 
decisions taken by the former government officials when in office, 
which, in effect, would amount to criminalising political decisions.” 

Sanctions and embargos come is different shapes and sizes. 

The top Ukrainian foreign policy objective in the past year has been 
to secure visa-free travel to a number of countries, so that Ukrainian 
oligarchs can have “free” unencumbered access to their assets in Europe 
and Cyprus. In the past six months alone, Ukraine has announced or is 
in the process of negotiating visa-free travel to: Serbia, Macedonia, EU 
in general, Argentina, Brunei, and Israel. Co-Chairman of the Euronest 
Parliamentary Assembly Borys Tarasiuk believes that Ukraine’s activities 
in the Euronest PA will help introduce visa-free travel for Ukrainian 
citizens to the EU. While this is a noble objective, it will not affect 
the lives of ordinary Ukrainians, who can’t afford to travel to Europe 
on weekend shopping jaunts. All one has to do is sit in the lobby of 
Frankfurt international airport in the departure lounge to Donetsk and 
Dnipropetrovsk and watch these satisfied cross-border nouveau riche 
consumers, loaded with shopping bags from Morocco, Geneva, London 
or Paris. A fresh travel embargo against Ukrainian oligarchs would 
devastate the wives and children of these kleptogarchs. 

Many Ukrainian oligarchs have offshore financial assets in Western 
Europe and Cyprus, often involving alleged money laundering. This 
means that all large transactions must be scrutinized. 

Sanctions against coal exports, are rumoured. Exports are handled by 
the government, and by the businesses of Yuriy Ivanyushchenko such as 
Donbassholding, Lugansk Coal Company, UGK-2000, and others (while 
Akhmetov’s role in coal is rapidly declining). Sanctions against Khlib- 
Invest, owned by Ivanyushchenko to control grain trading have been 
proposed. 

Europe has signalled that sanctions may be applied to steel exports, 
that would hurt Renat Akhmetov’s SCM. The Customs Union intends to 
introduce restrictions/ anti-dumping measures on Ukrainian metallurgy 
products from July 1. 

Targeting these two oligarchs alone — Ivanyushchenko and Akhmetovy, 
would cut off the bulk of the funding to and financially devastate the 
Party of Regions, collapsing the Yanukovych regime. This would be the 
game-changing event in Ukrainian politics. But in the end, Ukrainians 
can’t rely on the West to fight their internal battles. They need to step 
up to the plate and demonstrate conclusively to the world what type of 
government they really want. 


Walter Derzko is a Senior Fellow at the Strategic Innovation Lab (sLab), 
and a lecturer in the MA program in Strategic Foresight and Innovation, 
Ontario College of Art & Design (ОСАД) University іп Toronto, |, 
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Left to Right: Andrew Antoniuk, Dana Antaya-Moore, Andrew Hlady- 
shevsky. 


CFWIRE awards Edmonton 
Public School District 


(CFWIRF)—May 17, Andrew Hladyshevsky, Q.C., Interim Chair of 
Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund signed a contri- 
bution agreement with Dana Antaya-Moore of Edmonton Public School 
District No. 7. Witnessing this document was Andrew Antoniuk repre- 
senting the Descendants of Ukrainian Canadian Internment Victims As- 
sociation. (DUCIVA) 

This student resource book grant was initiated by the members of DUCI- 
VA to foster an understanding of the impact the internment had on Ukrain- 
ian families after they were classified as enemy aliens. This project will 
give students and teachers a comprehensive understanding of the intern- 
ment of Ukrainians and other Eastern Europeans during Canada’s national 
internment operations of 1914 to 1920. It is expected to be available in the 
Edmonton Public School District No. 7 by September of this year. 
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Students of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Austin O’Brien High School with Patriarch Sviatoslav and 
Canadian hierarchs of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Rome 


Austin O’Brien bilingual students 


. (UkrNews)—Members of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Austin 
O’Brien Catholic High School in Edmonton had a chance encounter with 
newly-enthroned Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk and Canadian hierarchs 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Greek Church during their visit to Rome earlier 
this spring. 

The students were returning from a two week visit to Ukraine when 
they decided to stopover in Rome where they stayed at the residence of 
the Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate. 

As it happened Patriarch Sviatoslav was also staying there with the 
Canadian bishops who were returning from the synod in Lviv where he 
was elected and the subsequent enthronement in Kyiv. So a meeting was 
called. 

It’s just one of those happy coincidences,” says Austin O’Brien Ukrain- 
ian bilingual teacher Daria Porochiwnyk. 

Metropolitan Lawrence passed on a rosary that was blessed by the pope 
and it will be hung in the classroom as a souvenir, she added. 

“We all feel very blessed to have gotten this opportunity to meet up 
with all these bishops and the Metropolitan and the Patriarch in Rome,” 
says student Kristina Kuchta. 

Kalyna Reid thought it was really cool to talk at length with Bishop 
David, Eparch of Edmonton. 

The trip came about because Austin O’Brien is twinned with the Lviv 
Gymnasium of International Relations. This was the second such trip. 
The first was in 2009. 

During their trip the students visited both Lviv and Kyiv, touring a 
chocolate factory in Lviv and seeing Independence Square, the Golden 
Gates, Andriyivskyi Uzviz the Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, and met with 
students being taught by a former student t of the bilingual program, 
Maria Kachmar 

Austin O’Brien student Andrea Popowicz noted both similarities and 
difference between and Canada — particularly in the architecture. 

Jennah Plandowski was impressed by the number of churches and that 

people even prayed in the streets. 
|| “I thought it was very cool to see a country express their religion so 
openly,” she said. 


|UWC welcomes RUI decision 


(UWC)—On May 31, the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) sent 
a letter to the Head of the State Committee for Television and Radio 
Broadcasting of Ukraine, Yuriy Plaksiuk, welcoming his decision of May 
30 to suspend the reorganization of Ukrainian language programming on 
Radio Ukraine International. This was reported by the online publication 
Telekrytyka, citing remarks by the Head of the State Committee for Tele- 
vision and Radio Broadcasting: 

As specifically noted in this publication: “The Ukrainian World Con- 
gress called upon Ukrainian authorities to cance! the decision to shut 
down the Ukrainian language section of Radio Ukraine International 
due to its importance as a source of information on national issues for 
|| Ukrainians living abroad. This appeal was sent on May 26 to President 
|| Viktor Yanukovych, Prime Minister Mykola Azarov, Chairman of the 

Verkhovna Rada, Volodymyr Lytvyn, and the Head of the State Commit- 
|| tee for Television and Radio Broadcasting of Ukraine, Yuriy Plaksiuk.” 
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Harmony in Motion 


* (Bottomline Production)}—Ed- 
monton’s Viter Ukrainian Dancers 
and Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir has 
taken its place among the major 
performing ensembles of Canada 
by infusing the folk art of tradition- 
al Ukrainian dance and song with 
modern themes. Its presentations 
preserve traditional Ukrainian cul- 
tural elements while introducing a 
contemporary flair. On Saturday, 
June 25th at the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium, the ensemble 
presents FUSION: Harmony in 
Motion in celebration of the Dan- 
cers’ 15th Anniversary. This excit- 
ing concert performance will fea- 
ture trademark works from Viter’s 
repertoire and premiere several 
pieces of original choreography. 

One of the innovative works to 
be featured has been created in 
collaboration with internation- 
ally-renowned jazz pianist John 
Stetch. Commemorating the Great 
Famine of Ukraine in 1932-1933, 
Sad Memories of Childhood is a 
moving piece which focuses on 
a woman who has lost her family 
to the tragedy. Through her nos- 
talgic recollections we share her 
treasured memories with loved 
ones and ultimately experience 
her devastating loss. Other feature 
pieces include Seasons of Culture 
and the exuberant finale — Hopak. 
Stetch will also be performing sev- 
eral piano solo works as part of the 
evening’s performance. 

Under the Artistic Directorship of 


Leslie Sereda and Associate Direc- 
torship of Tasha Orysiuk, Viter at- 
tracts talented dancers with diverse 
training. The skill of the dancers 
allows the innovative choreograph- 
ers to expand their performance 
horizons while maintaining their 
cultural underpinnings. Viter’s 
performances have recently be- 
come further enhanced with Lesia 
Pohoreski’s assembly of Ukrain- 
ian singers who bring their own 
extensive stage experience to the 
performance mix. The result is a 
group of choristers and musicians 
who interact with the dancers in a 
genuinely harmonious blend. 

Since its inception, Viter has 
shared its productions with appre- 
ciative audiences locally, across 
Canada, and around the world. 
Performances have ranged from 
the Canadian Maritimes and Dau- 
phin, MB, to Scotland, Poland and 
Ukraine. Last year, Viter toured 
throughout South America with its 
performances an integral part of 
celebrations commemorating the 
“120th Anniversary of Ukrainian 
Immigration to Brazil.” 

Stetch was exposed to the sounds 
of jazz at an early age. Born and 
raised in Edmonton, the Ukrainian 
community was a huge influence 
as he spent many years singing, 
playing and dancing to ethnic folk 
music. After obtaining his music 
degree, John began touring across 
Canada and recording. He was 
nominated for several Juno Awards 


John Stetch 
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Tony Blair speaking at the Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine 


Blair: Faith, globalization 
must mix peacefully 


By Alissa Ambrose, Kyiv Post 

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair believes that religion and 
globalization will be the most important social issues in the 21st century. 

“With faith and with globalization there is an opportunity and also a 
danger,” Blair told students in Kyiv on June 7. “Globalization is pushing 
the world together into a common space.” 

The event took place at Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine and was 
co-sponsored by the Viktor Pinchuk Foundation. Blair and Pinchuk an- 
nounced that they will be collaborating to bring two new faith-themed 
programs in schools and universities in Ukraine. 

Inside a cathedral-like auditorium, with its vaulted ceiling and tall win- 
dows, Blair sounded like a preacher at the podium. He spoke passion- 
ately about the role that religion will play as the world grows smaller. 
He believes that fostering understanding between various religions is the 
key to avoiding conflict. 

Blair spent much of his 35-minute talk detailing how his organiza- 
tion, the Tony Blair Faith Foundation, has been working to promote faith 
education and social action, including better health care. For instance, 
he wants to improve the treatment of malaria in African communities by 
basing health care in churches or mosques because they are ubiquitous 
in every village. 

Blair also touched on the need to combat religious extremism with 
peaceful dialogue, calling this “the fundamental struggle of the 21st cen- 
tury.” 

Blair’s foundation has also been partnering with a network of universi- 
ties around the world to develop research and curricula about faith and 
globalization. The foundation works with younger students through their 
“Face to Faith” program which connects teenage students of different 
cultures through digital technology. 

Blair and Pinchuk said that they will be introducing these programs 
in Ukrainian schools and universities, but did not name specific institu- 
tions. 

“You have a great opportunity as a country,” he said. “In the end, it is 
your generation that will make this country fulfill its potential.” 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Viter Dancers and Choir perform at the 2010 Pysanka Festival in Vegreville. 


Viter presents Fusion: 


and was awarded the Prix du Jazz 
at the Montreal International Fes- 
tival in 1998, In addition to being 
frequently recorded by CBC, John 
is one of only a\handful of jazz art- 
ists to have produced a solo piano 
trilogy. Down Beat Magazine 
called his debut trilogy release, 
Ukrainianism, “one of the best solo 
piano recordings in recent years.” 
Now with 10 CDs to his name, 
Utne Reader Magazine calls his 
music “bold and vital jazz for the 
21st century.” 

Tickets ($35 and 525! plus ser- 
vice charges) for Viter\ presents 
FUSION: Harmony in Motion are 
available at Ticketmaster) outlets, 
online at www.ticketmaster.ca or 
through viter@shaw.ca. || 
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FUSION. 


Harmony in Motion 


Jubilee Auditorium 


Saturday, 
, June 25th, 2011 


7:30pm 


Featuring: 
Viter Ukrainian Dancers 
‘Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir 
Special Guest: 

Jazz Pianist John Stetch - 


535-525 


Available through Ticketmaster and Viter members viter@shaw.ca 
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Екології Дніпропетровщини 


загрожує спадок першої 
радянської атомної бомби 


Юлія Рацибарська, Радіо Свобода 

Екологи попереджають про загрозу катастрофи для довкілля 
біля Дніпродзержинська на Дніпропетровщині. Біля 250-тисяч- 
ного міста накопичено мільйони тонн радіоактивних відходів, які 
залишились від переробки уранових руд часів СРСР і виготовлен- 
ня першої радянської атомної бомби. Екологи побоюються, що 
радіоактивні відходи можуть потрапити до Дніпра, з якого п'є воду 
значна частина населення України. Проблеми з природоохоронни- 
ми заходами у регіоні виявила і Рахункова палата, а в міській раді 
Дніпродзержинська запевнюють, що ситуація під контролем влади. 

За радянської доби Україна була одним із провідних постачальників 
урану для атомних бомб та AEC. Екологи кажуть: небезпечний спа- 
док тих часів - мільйони тонн відходів - зараз може перетворити 
схід країни на другий Чорнобиль. 

На хвостосховищах колишнього Придніпровського хімзаводу 
в Дніпродзержинську, де збагачували уран, накопичилось 42 
мільйони тонн відходів. За словами екологів, найбільша проблема 
- це відсутність води, адже створювали могильники за пошаровою 
схемою. Спершу - глибока вирва, потім - відходи, шар глини, за- 
литий водою. Через брак води зараз глина пересихає, а її маленькі 
часточки розлітаються по всьому місту. 

Особливу тривогу викликає Дніпровське сховище. На його 
території - аж 12 мільйонів тонн небезпечних відходів, і це у 
безпосередній близькості від Дніпра. 

«Може статись руйнування дамби 1 потрапляння великої 
кількості відходів до річки Дніпро. Це може призвести до забруд- 
нення не тільки Дніпропетровської області, а й істотно змінити 
рівень радіаційного фону всього басейну Дніпра», - каже керівник 
громадської організації «Голос природи» Євген Колишевський. 

За останні три роки з державного бюджету на розв'язання пробле- 
ми відходів у Дніпродзержинську виділили понад 50 мільйонів гри- 
вень. Коли Рахункова палата провела аудит використання коштів, то 
встановила: ефективність вжитих заходів сумнівна. 

За даними відомства, «частину неефективних витрат становили 
кошти, спрямовані на наукові дослідження». Їхні результати, ка- 
жуть у відомстві, так і не впровадили в життя. Водночас на урано- 
вих могильниках не зробили нагальних речей, зокрема, не засипали 
відкриті поверхні сховищ, вважають у Рахунковій палаті. 

«Немає відповідей на головні питання щодо рівня забруднен- 
ня, кількості небезпечних речовин, способів їхнього захоронення 
чи ліквідації. То де ж ефективність від фінансових вкладень, що 
здійснювалися протягом більш як 10 років?» - зауважує голова 
Рахункової палати Валентин Симоненко. 

У державному підприємстві «Бар'єр», яке стежить за станом 
уранових об'єктів, Радіо Свобода наразі не прокоментували цю 
інформацію. ‘ 

Територія Сухачівського хвостосховища під Дніпродзержинськом 
(експлуатується з 1968 року). Між тим, в Управлінні охорони навко- 
лишнього природного середовища Дніпродзержинської міськради 
заспокоюють: ситуація з урановими могильниками цілком контро- 
льована. Щоправда, є фінансові проблеми. Нинішнього року з держ- 
бюджету виділили понад 10 мільйонів гривень, але розпорядження 
Кабміну щодо порядку використання цих грошей з'явилось тільки у 
травні. Отож освоювати гроші доведеться форсованими темпами. 

«За останніми висновками, хвостосховища такого прямого впливу 
на місто не мають. Це - потенційна загроза. Якщо не слідкувати за 
їхнім станом, то через зсувні явища може статись ситуація розпов- 
сюдження. Але «Бар'єр» слідкує за хвостосховищами, проводить 
моніторинг, i ми вважаємо, що ситуація під контролем», - зазначили 
в управлінні. 

Наразі у Дніпродзержинську знаходиться 9 уранових могильників, 
три з них - у межах міста. Загальна площа хвостосховищ перевищує 
2,5 мільйони квадратних метрів. 


У Києві невідомі пробували 
захопити храм УПЦ КП 


(Радіо Свобода) - 8 червня у Києві група невідомих вчинила 
спробу захопити Свято-Миколаївський храм - меморіал пам'яті 
жертв Чорнобиля на вулиці Нагірній, що належить Українській 
православній церкві Київського патріархату. 

Про це повідомляє офіційний сайт УПЦ КП. 

Згідно з оприлюдненою на сайті інформацією, близько 7.30 
до храму підійшла група невідомих, озброєних металевими 
предметами. Вони здійснили спробу зламати двері і вдертися у 
храм, проте охорона не дозволила їм цього зробити. Охорона також 
викликала міліцію, після чого нападники втекли. 

В УПЦ КП також повідомили, що на даний момент підготовлено 
проект рішення Київради про передачу храму громаді УПЦ 
Московського патріархату. У цьому зв'язку у Київському патріархаті 
зазначили, що понад 15 років будівництвом цієї церкви опікувалася 
громада Київського патріархату, а 4 червня храм був освячений 
Патріархом Філаретом. 
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«В'язнів замуровували 
живцем у камерах» 


Галина Терешук, Радіо Свобода 

70 років тому, у червні 1941 
року у Західній Україні розпо- 
чалась найкривавіша хвиля біль- 
шовицьких репресій. У містах 1 
селах «енкаведисти» масово вби- 
вали мирне населення. Людей 
катували за те, що вони не сприй- 
мали більшовицької влади і не 
приховували своєї українськости. 
Трагічна історія Галичини вражає 
донині. 

За кілька тижнів до початку ра- 
дянсько - німецької війни, 22 черв- 
ня 1941 р., більшовицька влада 
оскаженіла. Вищі офіцер-ські чини 
панічно покидали Галичину, гра- 
буючи майно з помешкань, в яких 
вони жили. Тим часом у містах 
і селах енка-ведист Сєров (його 
прізвище фігурує у матеріалах 
щодо депортації кримських татар, 
народів  Прибалтійських країн, 
вбивства польських офіцерів у 
Катині) виконував особистий наказ 
Берії: знищити місцеве населення. 
Почалась чергова хвиля репресій. 

Першими у 1939 р. від біль- 
шовиків постраждали польські 
поліцаї, службовці, заможні люди, 
а також єврейська інтелігенція. 
Тим часом більшовицькі окупанти 
прикривались «українською кар- 
тою» і проводили совєтизацію під 
гаслом українізації. Але люди дуже 
швидко зрозуміли підступність та- 


ких дій. 
«Нас визволили, і нема на 
то ради», - ці слова маестро 


Станіслава Людкевича цитують у 
Львові донині. 

Наступна хвиля репресій проти 
українців була найкривавішою. Від 
початку 1941 р. масово арештову- 
вали представників ОУН, переваж- 
но молодь. У червні, коли знали, 
що війна неминуча, «енкаведисти» 
у жахливий спосіб вбивали людей 


утюрмах. | | 


ФОТО -- ГАЛИНА ТЕРЕЩУК 
Місто Львів, тюрма на вулиці Лонцького. Тут у червні 1941-го 
знищили тисячі галичан 


У Західній Україні від червня до 
липня замордували близько 30 
тисяч осіб, а ще півмільйона ви- 
везли до Сибіру, починаючи від 
«золотого вересня 1939 р.». Досі 
не відомо, скільки людей загину- 
ли дорогою на Далекий Схід. Бо 
ж тоді був запущений механізм 
катівні проти українців. 
«Нищили політично  пере- 
конаних українців, учасників 
українського політичного руху, 
членів ОУН. Станом на поча- 
ток 1941 р. у в'язницях Західної 
України переважали українці. 
22 червня, коли Німеччина на- 
пала на Радянський Союз, Чер- 
вона Армія швидко програвала 
і відступала. Радянський режим 
показав себе у всій своїй красі. 
Нікого не випускали з в'язниць 
і дико мордували людей. В'язнів 
замуровували у камерах і люди 
у страшних муках помирали. 
Німецька пропаганда у 1941 р. 
інструменталізувала історію цих 
катувань, але уже як приклад 
нелюдської + політики  «жидо- 
комуни». Гітлерівці вкотре про- 
тиставили різні народи, які меш- 


звісно, мали «добрий» пропа- 
гандистський матеріл: дітей і до- 
рослих без очей, вагітних жінок 
з розпоротими животми, приби- 
тих немовлят до дверей», - гово- 
рить історик Василь Расевич. 
70-літня трагедія більшовиць- 
ких репресій і нині нагадує про 
себе віднайденими масовими 
похованнями невинно убієнних. 
Саліна, Дем'янів Лаз, тюрма на 
Лонцького і Замарстинові, ще по- 
ховання у Золочеві і Тернополі. 

Львів за 21 місяць радянської 
влади цілковито змінив своє об- 
личчя. Була знищена львівська 
інтелігенція 1 водночас багато- 
культурність міста. 1939-1941 
рр. - це особливо трагічна історія 
Львова, як 1 Галичини загалом, 
наголошує Василь Расевич. Це 
трагедія кількох народів, які тут 
мешкали століттями. 

22-28 червня на Львівщині 
вшановують невинно убієнних 
у Західній Україні. Це має 
бути | День Пам'яті /| жертв 
репресій, а не політичні висту- 
пи під партійними прапорами, 
застерігають політиків відомі 
львів'яни. 


кали на одній території. Німці, 


На Чорному морі розпочинаються 
українсько-американські навчання «Сі бриз» 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобод 

6 червня у північно-західній частині Чорного 
моря розпочинаються українсько-американські 
багатонаціональні з миротворчі навчання «Ci 
бриз-2011». Попри протести комуністів, дозвіл 
на їхнє проведення у квітні дала Верховна Рада 
України. У цьогорічному «Ci бризі» беруть участь 
військові моряки 13 17 країн. Російські військовики 
традиційно відсутні, хоч і отримали запрошення. 

Церемонія відкриття з навчань «Ci  бриз- 
2011» за участі українських та американських 
адміралів й офіцерів, військовиків із інших країн, 
представників одеської міської та обласної влади 
i посла США в Україні Джона Тефта має пройти 
по обіді в Одеському будинку офіцерів. Самі ж ма- 
неври триватимуть два тижні в торговому порту 
Одеси, північно-західній акваторії Чорного моря 1 
на полігоні «Широкий лан» на Миколаївщині. 

Як повідомив начальник прес-центру команду- 
вання ВМС України капітан 1 рангу Олег Чубук, 
навчання проводяться згідно з Планом українсько- 
американського двостороннього співробітництва 
у військовій галузі на 2011 рік. Їхня активна фаза 
триватиме до 18 червня, після чого відбудеться 
етап згортання сил і підведення підсумків. Майже 
всі затрати з проведення цих навчань несе амери- 
канська сторона. 

Темою навчань традиційно буде плануван- 
ня і проведення миротворчої операції, а мета 
- відпрацювати за стандартами НАТО дій 
багатонаціональних штабів та сил під час плану- 
вання і проведення міжнародної антипіратської 
операції. Власне, ця операція проходитиме з 13-го 
по 17 червня. 

Як очікується, у цей період сили морського 
компонента проведуть тактичні навчання з вико- 
нанням бойових стрільб, висадкою морського де- 


toe 


санту, ембаргові операції, опитування цивільних 
суден, затримання  суден-порушників. Сили 
спеціальних операцій проведуть учбові заходи з 
визволення заручників, які «захоплені» піратами i 
перебувають на судні. А сили авіаційного компо- 
нента - повітряну розвідку, повітряні перевезення 
та бойове десантування особового складу, забез- 
печать проведення пошуково-рятувальних дій та 
медичну евакуацію. 

Керівник флотського прес-центру Олег Чубук каже, 
що «Сі бриз» - найважливіший захід у процесі бойо- 
вого навчання на українському флоті, За його сло- 
вами, ці навчання «покривають» 50 відсотків планів 
бойової підготовки українських моряків і є подією, 
без якої ВМС України буде важко підтримувати 
боєготовність на належному рівні. 

Як розповів Олег Чубук, від ВМС України на 
«Сі бриз» планується залучити до 20 кораблів, 
катерів та суден, посилений батальйон морської 
піхоти зі штатним озброєнням і технікою, інші 
підрозділи, а також літаки і вертольоти морської 
авіації. Загалом у навчаннях візьмуть участь 
близько 1200 військовослужбовців (без урахуван- 
ня екіпажів кораблів та літаків), до 90 одиниць 
автобронетанкової техніки. 

У «Ci бризі» також будуть задіяні кілька 
плавзасобів, літаків і батальйон морської піхоти аме- 
риканського флоту, серед них - крейсер «Апліо». Ра- 
зом з тим, росіян там не буде навіть як спостерігачів. 
І це попри те, що їм кілька місяців тому офіційно 
було надіслано запрошення, а 29 травня команду- 
вач ВМС України адмірал Віктор Максимов заявив 
на закритті українсько-російських навчань «Фарва- 
тер миру-2011», що йому «хотілося бачити учасни- 
ками «Сі бризу» і представників Чорноморського 
флоту Росії», проте жодної відповіді від ioe ee: 
військових 'так і ненадійшло. 11: п 
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UCUaccepts pledgefornewcampus 


(UCEF)—Dmytro Firtash, a Ukrainian businessman, 
has pledged to support financially the Ukrainian 
Catholic University’s (UCU) construction of a new 
campus near Stryiskyi Park in Lviv, according to a 
statement released recently. 

Details of the extent of his support were not 
disclosed and Firtash was not present at the event, 
but Father Borys Gudziak, PhD, the rector of the 
UCU said that Firtash’s pledge was significant and 
that a full announcement would be coming in the 
fall. Fr. Gudziak explained that the pledges and 
contributions made by various major donors so far in 
Ukraine, Western Europe, and North America will be 
announced in November of this year. 

The announcement came in London, on May 17, 
during a talk at the Ukrainian Institute, affiliated 
with the UCU, where Fr. Borys and Dr. Rory Finnin, 
head of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Cambridge addressed the topic: “Ukrainian Studies 
Internationally: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” The 
talk was held as part of a series of events surrounding 
the yearly Adam Smith Ukraine Business Summit, 
one of the biggest annual international investment 
conferences on Ukraine. 

Dr. Finnin eloquently presented the broad scope 
of the new Cambridge program that is fostering ties 
with Ukrainian studies institutions in the international 
context as well as with Ukraine, UCU included. 
Fr. Gudziak spoke about the seminal influence of 
international Ukrainian studies on academic life 
in independent Ukraine, particularly in fostering 
new approaches to research and to the university 
experience in general. 

Particularly striking for the audience was the 
presentation of UCU’s future Residence College, 
which hopes to rethink the university dorm experience. 
Oxford-Cambridge Colleges and Harvard Houses 
are a point of departure, but UCU is experimenting 
further. The College will include not only rooms 
for 220 students, 8 faculty-tutor apartments, a small 
institute of advanced studies, but also a residence 
for mentally disabled persons who will be full-time 
members of the university community. 

“Our friends with special needs have a special gift: 
they do not wear masks or facades. In every encounter 
they ask the basic question ‘do you know how to love’. 
That is the most fundamental question that a teacher 
can ask a student. We are inviting the disabled not as 
those who need a social handout but as professors of 
human relations. Apparently, our university will be 
setting a precedent with this innovative pedagogy that 


is meant to challenge the growing alienation in post- 
Soviet Ukraine and in a world increasingly shaped by 
virtual relationships,” said the UCU rector. 

Firtash, the owner of Group DF, а business 
conglomerate, and the co-chairman of the Investors’ 
Council at the Ukrainian Ministry of Education, has 
made significant donations to establish Cambridge 
Ukrainian Studies, a program launched in 2008 to 
promote and contribute to the study of Ukraine in 
the United Kingdom and beyond. His pledge to UCU 
shows his commitment to support quality education in 
Ukzaine. 

During a fundraising tour in the United States last 
year and at various events in Ukraine over the past 
year, Father Borys had spoken to audiences regarding 
the issue of taking money from Ukraine’s billionaires. 
UCU sought and received the counsel of Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church leaders, the UCU Senate 
(Board of Directors), Lviv municipal and business 
leaders as well as many international donors before 
setting procedures to accept large donations. 

“Though at this time in the western world 
contributions to a university are a generally accepted 
practice, in Ukraine, the charitable support of 
universities is relatively new, which is starting to 
crystallize in the consciousness of society. UCU, from 
the moment of the revival of the university in Lviv, 
has worked persistently and successfully to encourage 
donations from benefactors to support our activities. 
We rely on our experience of working together with 
large benefactors, which has for a long time been the 
practice of the leading universities of North America 
and Europe, Cambridge in particular. We are very 
grateful to our donors across the world,” commented 
Fr. Borys. 

UCU is currently raising funds to build a Western 
style campus in the heart of Lviv. Over $12 million 
has been raised to date from a number of donors from 
the US, Canada, Europe and Ukraine. 

Every significant donation to UCU is an 
unconditional gift that has no influence on faculty 
hiring, student admissions or curriculum decisions. 

The UCU is the only independent University in 
Ukraine that relies exclusively on private funding 
from local and international sources. It receives no 
government funding. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation is the 
North American fundraising arm for the UCU in Lviv. 

For more information, please contact the Ukrainian 
Catholic Education Foundation at (416) 239-2495 or 
<ucef@ucef.ca>. 


Festschiftfor Prof. Frank E.Sysynpublished 


(CIUS)—Recently the Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies published volumes 33-34 (2008-2009) of 
the Journal of Ukrainian Studies. This 628-page quad- 
tuple issue, titled Tentorium honorum, is a collection 
of 33 essays presented to Professor Frank E. Sysyn on 
the occasion of his sixtieth birthday. 

Prof. Sysyn is a distinguished scholar of Ukrain- 
ian and Polish history and has been a major figure 
in the development of Ukrainian historical studies in 
the United States, Canada, Ukraine, and Germany for 
more than three decades. He is a professor in the De- 
partment of History and Classics at the University of 

_ Alberta and, since 1990, director of the Peter Jacyk 
Centre for Ukrainian Historical Research at CIUS and 
editor-in-chief of its Hrushevsky Translation Project. 
Prof. Sysyn is the author of Between Poland and the 
Ukraine: The Dilemma of Adam Kysil, 1600-1653 
(1985), Mykhailo Hrushevsky. Historian and National 
Awakener (2001), and studies on the Khmelnytsky 
Uprising, Ukrainian historiography, and early mod- 
em Ukrainian political culture. He is also coauthor, 
with Serhii Plokhy, of Religion and Nation in Modern 
Ukraine (2003). 

This special issue was guest-edited by Professors 
Olga Andriewsky, Zenon E. Kohut, Serhii Plokhy, 
and Larry Wolff. It includes essays written in hon- 
our of Prof. Sysyn by his colleagues and former stu- 
dents from Canada (Olga Andriewsky, Jars Balan, 
John-Paul Himka, Bohdan Klid, Zenon E. Kohut, 
Paul R. Magocsi, David Marples, Victor Ostapchuk, 
Uliana Pasicznyk, Frances Swyripa); Ukraine (Yaro- 
slav Fedoruk, Andrii Grechylo, Yaroslav Hrytsak, 
Yaroslav Isaievych, Volodymyr Kravchenko, Yurii 

- Mytsyk, Oleksiy Tolochko, Natalia Yakovenko); the 


United States (Paul Bushkovitch, David Frick, Mark 
von Hagen, Leonid Heretz, Nancy Shields Kollmann, 
Serhii Plokhy, Roman Szporluk, Larry Wolff); Poland 
(Teresa Chynezewska-Hennel, Danuta Poppe and 
Andrzej Poppe, Zbigniew Wojcik); Austria (Andreas 
Kappeler); England (David Saunders); Israel (Moshe 
Rosman); and Russia (Tatiana Tairova-Yakovleva). 
These essays, which range from medieval to contem- 
porary East European and Ukrainian history, reflect the 
breadth and impact of Prof. Sysyn’s scholarship. Теп- 
torium honorum includes a biographical essay about 
Prof. Sysyn and a select bibliography of his works. 
Thirty-four reviews of books in the field of Ukrain- 
ian studies round out the publication. The title echoes 
a seventeenth-century panegyric to Adam Kysil, the 
Ukrainian leader and Polish statesman who was the 
subject of Prof. Sysyn’s groundbreaking monograph 
on early modern Ukraine and Poland-Lithuania. 

The price of this special issue of the Journal of 
Ukrainian Studies is $65 in Canada and U.S. $75 
elsewhere, including shipping and handling. In addi- 
tion, CIUS Press has published an edition of Tentor- 
ium honorum without the book reviews; it is available 
in paperback for $39.95 and in hardcover for $69.95 
(plus GST in Canada and shipping). 

Orders can be placed by contacting CIUS Press, 430 
Pembina Hall, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB, 
Canada T6G 2Н8; tel.: (780) 492-2973; fax: (780) 
492-4967; e-mail: <cius@ualberta.ca>; or via its se- 
cure on-line ordering system at www.ciuspress.com, 
which provides a detailed table of contents of this and 
all other CIUS publications. 

Payment is accepted by cheque, money order, VISA, 
or Mastercard. 
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PHOTO — YURIJ LUHOVY 
Left to Right: Andriy Hladyshevsky, president of Shevchenko Foundation 
and interim chair of CFWWIRF with James Slobodian, Camp Spirit Lake 
Corporation Board of Directors chairperson. 


Spirit Lake Internment Centre opening 


(CSLC)--The Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre will be open- 
ing to the general public by the Camp Spirit Lake Corporation (CSLC) 
on June 25. The official opening with dignitaries and special guests will 
be held in July. 

The Spirit Lake internment Camp was the second largest internment 
camp established between 1915-1917 during Canada’s First Internment 
Operations between 1914-1920. Spirit Lake was unique among the other 
24 internment camps established across Canada for several reasons. 
With 1,200 interned, the overwhelming majority of those interned were 
Ukrainian; it was one of only two camps that held families; one of only 
two camps with barbed wire fencing and one of a few internment camps 
with an existing cemetery where prisoners who died at the camp are 
buried. It is located 370 miles north-west of Montreal. 

Many of those unjustly interned were taken from the Montreal area, in- 
cluding 60 families removed from the young Ukrainian Catholic parish 
of St Michaels, and some taken from the Ukrainian Bukovynian parish of 
St John Suchawsky of Lachine, which was under the jurisdiction of the 
Russian Church. As Rev. Ihor Oshchipko, parish priest of St Michaels’s 
states, “this was a major and painful blow to the early development of our 
young parish of St. Michael’s at that time. It took many years to recover 
from this loss, both it terms of diminished members and psychologically, 
as over half our parish members were suddenly gone.” Volodymyr Hay- 
duk, head of St. George’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church Committee adds, 
“Tn 1945, 50 parishioners of Lachine’s St. John’s (Bukovynian) parish, 
no longer wanting to be under the Russian jurisdiction, began to form St. 
George parish in Lachine. The first president of the Executive Board of 
St. George was Heorgiy Towstiuk, who had carried an Austro-Hungarian 
passport, and was himself shipped off to Quebec’s northern internment. 
After his release, he apparently travelled to Quebec City many times to 
negotiate for the land on which St. George church was to be built. Tow- 
stiuk later became an outspoken Councilman of Ville St Pierre”. 

The idea of the Spirit Lake project, costing over one million dollars, 
has been underway for the last ten years. However, for the past three 
years the Board of Directors of the Camp Spirit Lake Corporation, all 
voluntary workers, have worked intensely to build this Centre, with its 
interpretive museum to be opened to the general public. 

James Slobodian, chairperson of the CSLC Board of Directors, stated 
“Opening to the general public this June, is a historic event, with an 
important educational factor, remembering all affected communities, 
particularly Ukrainians. This Centre will forever honor the memory of 
those unjustly arrested as “enemy aliens”, bringing awareness to the in- 
ternment story at Spirit Lake throughout Quebec and beyond. The Cen- 
tre will also show the impact internment had on our local area then and 
today. Numerous bus tours have already booked for tourists visiting this 
area, with this unique Centre as one place to visit. We had to open to the 
general public first, as information about our Centre was already printed 
in over 800,000 tourist brochures distributed across Canada. Everyone 
must be welcomed.” 

This May, CSLC has launched its official newsletter called “Le Bar- 
belé” (The Barbed Wire). This will be a bilingual, French, English news- 
letter about activities planned at the Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive 
Centre throughout the year and will be published six times yearly. It also 
welcomes stories directly linked with Spirit Lake. It invites anyone that 
might have artifacts, documents or photos connected with Spirit Lake, to 
consider donating them to this Centre. 

The Camp Spirit Lake Corporation received a major grant from the 
federally funded Canadian First World War Internment Recognition 
Fund (CFWWIRE), administered under the Shevchenko Foundation. 
This grant, along with other grants received from the local area busi- 
nesses, donations, and grant from the Quebec Provincial government, 
made the realization of this project possible. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Quebec Provincial Chapter and 
Montreal branch has supported the Spirit Lake project over the years, 
maintaining close ties with its CSLC Board and recently, UCC delegates 
from all organizations in Montreal unanimously passed a resolution re- 
affirming UCC Montreal’s continued support. “We are very proud of 
James Slobodian and his team, their determination in completing the 
Spirit Lake project, overcoming many obstacles. This opening will co- 
incide with the 120" anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada, 
thereby remembering the many hardships the community overcame in 
being accepted in their new homeland”, stated UCC Montreal president, 
Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova. 

The internment story is depicted in the award -winning documentary film - 
Freedom Had a Price, Canada First Internment Operations 1914-1920, 
and the recently re-mastered documentary Ukrainians in Quebec. 

For further information about the progress of Spirit Lake Internment In- 
terpretive Centre, please contact James Slobodian at 819 727 2267 or email: 
campspiritlake@cableamos.com, visit the web site: campspiritlake.ca 


У квітні 2009 р. вчителі та освітяни Рід- 
них шкіл УНО з різних куточків Канади 
з'їхалися в Едмонтон, щоб обговорити 
питання відродження освіти з української 
мови та культури шляхом започаткування 
чи провадження рідних шкіл або класів у 
мовних центрах при філіях Українського 
Національного Об'єднання. Майстерня 
«Рідна школа» проводилася з ініціати- 
ви Крайової Екзекутиви УНО Канади у 
співпраці з Мовним центром української 
мови при Альбертському університеті. 

З того часу минуло два роки, протягом 
яких на теренах Рідного шкільництва 
УНО сталося ряд позитивних змін та по- 
дій. Завдяки ініціативі, знанням та завзят- 
тю вчителів Рідних шкіл на сьогоднішінй 
день маємо відновлені нові школи в Суб- 
дурах (Онтаріо) та Реджайні (Саскачеван). 
Втілюється в життя новий проект україн- 
ської денної програми «Садочок» УНО в 
Саскатуні (Саскачеван). Позитивні зміни 
у відродженні рідних шкіл надихнули на 
створення Комітету Рідного шкільництва 
Дирекції УНО Канади на 36-му з'їзді 
Українського Національного Об'єднання 
та братніх організацій, який відбувся у 
жовтні минулого року в Монреалі. Саме 
цим комітетом була організована і про- 
ведена чергова майстерня «Рідна школа» 
14-15 травня цього року в Торонто. Цей 
захід був продовженням ініціативи Ди- 
рекції УНО Канади по відродженню та 
започаткуванню рідних шкіл при філіях 
YHO. Тему майстерні визначила потреба 
методичної допомоги вчителям, що відро- 
дили Рідні школи УНО та відкрили класи 
садочків і 1 класи. 

Отже, учасники майстерні зосередили- 
ся на опрацюванні ефективних навчаль- 
них матеріалів та методів для раннього і 
початкового навчання української мови. 
Основний курс майстерні проводився 
експертом з раннього і початкового на- 
вчання д-ром Оленкою Білаш, професо- 
ром факультету середньої шкільної осві- 
ти, координатором освіти з других мов 
та міжнародної освіти в Альбертському 
університеті. Теоретичний матеріал поєд- 
нувався із практичними елементами, які 
вдало представила д-р Білаш. Учасникам 
майстерні були подані теоретичні озна- 
йомлення (BSLIM) та зв'язок із навчаль- 
ними метеріалами. Лектор зупинилася 
на психологічних та практичних аспек- 
тах розвитку усного мовлення, навчання 
учнів грамотності, визначила та розпові- 
ла про інтеграцію чотирьох типів умінь і 
культури. Вона запропонувала вчителям 
відчути себе школярами і вони завзя- 
то «практикували» у мовних вправах та 
іграх під час сесій. 


Д-р Віталій Шиян, постдокторант, 

МЦУМ, Канадський інститут україн- 
ських студій, Альбертський університет, 
представив розроблену ним Анотовану 
бібліографію українських  культуроло- 
гічних ресурсів для освітян, звернувши 
увагу на важливість поєднання вивчення 
мови народу через пізнання його культу- 
ри. 
Пані Люба Романко, координатор украї- 
номовної програми у школі Св. Димитрія 
(Торонто, Онтаріо), поділилася своїм до- 
свідом практичного застосування програ- 
ми «Нова 1-3» в молодших класах. 

Учасники майстерні отримали укомп- 
лектований Збірник вибраних електро- 
нних навчальних ресурсів на допомогу 
освітянам, який вміщує інформацію від 
загальних освітніх тем до педагогічних 
матеріалів, електронних підручників та 
дитячої літератури, мовних уроків на 
інтернеті. Збірник скомпільований мгр. 
Уляною Плавущак Підзамецькою, член- 
кинею комітету Рідного шкільництва Ди- 
рекції УНО Канади та батьківського комі- 
тету Рідної школи УНО Торонто-Захід. 

З додатковими матеріалами для христи- 
янського виховання і навчання дітей мо- 
лодшого віку - тематикою та розробками 
уроків - ознайомила вчителів у своєму 
виступі мгр. Оксана Левицька, голова 
Комітету Рідного шкільництва Дирекції 
УНО Канади, вчителька Рідної школи 
УНО Торонто-Захід. 

Доц. Євгенія Петрова, кандидат філо- 
логічних наук, членкиня Комітету Рідно- 
го шкільництва Дирекції УНО Канади, 
директор Української суботньої школи 
ім. В. Сарчука (м. Гамільтон, Онтаріо), 
презентувала навчальні матеріали для ви- 
кладання української мови як іноземної 
(Міжнародний інститут освіти, культури 
і зв'язків з діаспорою, м. Львів), а та- 
кож представила синопсис Міжнародної 
науково-практичної конференції «Львів 
для української мови у світі», яка відбула- 
ся у лютому цього року в Львові. 

Відстань не стала на заваді тим, кого 


об'єднує спільна мета та ідея пропагу-, 


вання української мови на канадській 
землі. Вони приїхали із Едмонтону, 
Вінзору, Гамільтону, Монреалю, Ст. Ке- 
теринс, Судбурів, Тандербею, Торонто. Із 
іскоркою в очах і з гордістю за досягнуте 
вчителі шкіл розповідали про свої успіхи, 
а також про щось особливе із здобутого, з 
чим вони б хотіли поділитися з колегами. 

Вчителі Рідної школи і Курсів украї- 
нознавства Філії УНО Торонто-Захід ко- 
ротко ознайомили присутніх 13 успішною 
діяльністю школи з 78-річною історією, 
де старшокласники набувають кредити за 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, June 9 - 22, 9 - 22 червня, 2011 


Майстерня «Рідна школа» у Торонто 


Вручення сертифікатів учасникам майстерні 


"Рідна школа": Президент УНО 


Канади Тарас Підзамецький і вчителька Рідної школи УНО Торонто-Захід Світлана 


Романчук. 


навчання у школі. Також там нещодавно 
відродилося МУНО при школі. 

Вечірня українська школа при УНО в 
Судбурах відродилася два роки тому. Там 
навчаються студенти віком від 17 років 
і старші, які заохочуються до участі в 
українських фестивалях української гро- 
мади Судбури. Занурення в україномовне 
середовище допомагає краще пізнати та 
полюбити нашу мову. Прикладом є при- 
готування страв до Різдвяного столу і Ве- 
ликодного кошика, участь в хороводах на 
Івана Купала. 

У школі при церкві Св. Ольги 1 Воло- 
димира в Вінзорі учні знайомляться з іс- 
торією і культурою України через цікаві 
матеріали пізнавального характеру, що 
сприяє заохоченню до вивчення україн- 
ської мови. 

Програма української мови в Тандербей 
налічує учнів віком 7-8 років, де планується 
відкриття класу молодших школярів. 

, Ha заході Канади вже другий рік пра- 
дює школа УНО в Реджайні (Саскачеван). 
Навчання мови проводиться разом із роз- 
витком навиків української народної твор- 
чості - співу та малювання. Проводиться 
робота над створенням української ден- 
ної програми садочку «Рідна школа» при 
Філії УНО Саскатун у співпраці з Конгре- 
сом Українців Канади - відділу Саскатун. 

Представники запрошених шкіл також 

мали чим поділитися у своїх виступах. 


Вчителі школи ім. В. Котляревського у 
Ст. Кетеринс вдало проводять навчання, 
використовуючи електронні ресурси та 
практикують уроки, на яких учні стар- 
ших класів читають оповідання молод- 
шим школярам. У школі ім. В Сарчука в 
Гамільтоні працює бібліотека та створено 
Музей пам'яті жертвам Голодомору Укра- 
їни. Школа ім. Метрополита А. Шептиць- 
кого у Монреалю та школи при церкві Св. 
Володимира та Св. Димитрія в Торонто 
вдало використовують програму «Нова» 
(Альбертський університет) на заняттях. 
На завершення майстерні у своєму при- 
вітанні від Дирекції УНО президент УНО 
Канади пан Тарас Підзамецький підвів 
підсумок роботи Рідного шкільництва на 
даний час, підкреслив плани на майбутнє 
та урочисто вручив вчителям сертифікати 
про участь в цій методичній майстерні. 
Спонукання до успіху - ось що керує 
успішним вивченням мови у дітей. Успіх - 
так можна визначити результат майстерні 
«Рідна школа». А це - творче натхнення, 
здобуті нові знання, знайомство та зустрі- 
чі з однодумцями у справі українознав- 
ства і рідного шкільництва, плани на май- 
бутню співпрацю. Хай щастить у нових 
здобутках і хай здійсняться нові задуми! 


Оксана Левицька, 
Голова Комітету Рідного шкільництва 
Дирекції УНО Канади 


Життя в Пласті 


Цього року в Пласті багато відбулося. 
Починали рік з Різдва, та звичайно, 
колядування. Пластуни їхали з хати до 
хати з колядою. Кожна хата нас смачно 
гостила та в кінці вечора всі навіть не 
могли дивитися на їжу. Навіть малі новаки 
колядували; і, здається, що усі ними 
найбільше тішилися. Також відсвяткували 
традиційну "Свічечку" котру дуже гарно 
проводили пл. розв. Юліян Тетеренко i 
пл. розв. Стефан Мартинків. 

Що року підчас Теаспег 5 Convention 
}OHATCTBO плянує виїзд на лещатарство 
в гори. Звичайно їдемо до Sunshine та 
Lake Louise. Всі рано встали, чекали 
перед домівкою з торбами, лещатами, 
та сніговими дошками на автобус. В 
дорозі співали пластові пісні, спали, 
переглядали фільми, а найголовніше - всі 
забавлялися з друзями. Два дні сильно 
спускалися, а в дорозі додому всі спали. 
- Щира подяка пл. розв. Матейові Горбай 
та Іванові Сливинському що організували 
цю подорож та командантові пл. сен. 
Влодкові Горбай.  Новацтво поїхали 
в Snow Valley на лекції на лещатах та 
дошках на кілька тижнів. Всі вітали зиму 


та сніг у найкращий спосіб - з друзями! 
Уже кілька років дівчата планують 
"спа-день?, де вони можуть відпочити. 
Цього року ми попросили щоби дівчата 
принесли легко ношений зимовий одяг. 
Ми зібрали понад тридцять п'ять частин 
одягу, котрий ми передали бідним. 

Перед Великоднем були надзвичайні 
сходини.  Юначки провели час за 
випіканням пасок і навчанням гаїлок. Всі 
сміялися з унікальних пасок та приємно 
провели час. Опісля, новацтво малювали 
писанки на своїх сходинах. Найменші - 
малювали з пастелями крім воску і вони 
надзичайно виглядали. Старші - уже мали 
дуже гарні писанки до кошика. 

У травні четверо наших виховників 
поїхали на вишкільний табір до Торонта. 
Також, у травні юнацтво зорганізувало 
збирання фляшок щоби зібрати гроші 
на лет на Міжкрайову Пластову Зустріч 
котра відбувається в Нью Йорку в серпні, 
2011р. Разом вони зібрали понад $900. 
Щира подяка усім що нам допомогли! 

У червні закінчуємо свій пластовий 
рік зі Святом Весни. Опісля, в серпні 
відбувається новацький табір на оселі 


: вишкільний табір до Монреалю. 


To 


] 


ШОначки виконують гагілку «Ходить ожучок» niduac Великодних святкувань. 


Барвінок а юнаки вирушають в Нью Йорк подруга. 


на МПЗ. Також, п'ять юначок їдуть на 
Щира подяка усім котрі ,з нами 
працювали цілий рік, а особливо ст. 
пл. вірл. Зорії Боцюрків що була наша 


Можна сказати, що наша станиця дуже 


активна, і я горда спількувати з ними. 


ais boat ae 


пл. розв. Юстина Мельник 
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LUC and LUCW hold | Historical Train of коням 
National Conventions 


(LUC/LUCW)—The League of Ukrain- 
ian Canadians (LUC) held its 25th Tri-an- 
nual National Convention and the League 
of Ukrainian Canadian Women (LUCW) 
its 19th Tri-Annual National Convention, 
jointly, at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre 
in Toronto, April 28 - April 30. Delegates 
from throughout Canada and guests from 
the United States and Ukraine participated 
in roundtables, plenary sessions and social 
events during the three days that culminated 
in a Gala Banquet hosted by the LUCW. 

Events on April 28 focused on registering 
delegates and guests and a social evening 
that allowed for convention participants 
from near and far to share in an informal 
gathering at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre. 

Oleh Romanyshyn and Chrystyna Bidiak, 
Presidents of the LUC and LUCW, formally 
opened the conventions at a joint plenary 
session that featured an address by Askold 
Lozynskyj, President of the International 
Conference in Support of Ukraine (ICSU). 
In his address, Lozynskyj focused on the 
eternal ideals and enduring goals that unite 
the member organizations of the ICSU. (The 
LUC, LUCW, Ukrainian Youth Association 
of Canada (CYM), Society of Veterans of 
UPA and Homin Ukrainy/Ukrainian Echo 
newspaper comprise the Canadian Chapter 
of the ICSU.) 

Separate plenary sessions followed with the 
election of the conventions’ presidiums and 
standing committees. The presidium for the 
LUCW convention was comprised of: chair 
— Myroslava Pidhirnyi (Winnipeg), secretar- 
ies— Larysa Shwed (Toronto), Angelina Pid- 
zamecky (St. Catharines). The presidium of 
the LUC convention included: chair — Borys 
Mykhaylets (Toronto), secretary — Bohdan 
Popovych (Toronto), members — Thor Broda 
(Edmonton), Borys Potapenko (Toronto). 

The outgoing Presidents and members of 

“the National Executives, as well as the dele- 
gates from the LUC and LUCW chapters de- 
livered reports on their activities, that were 
followed by extensive discussions about the 
successes achieved and challenges facing the 
membership. 

A major feature of the conventions were 
the special presentations and roundtables 
that allowed for in-depth discussion of crit- 
ically important issues. 

In addition to the policy addrcss by 
Lozynskyj, convention delegates, guests 
and the general public had an opportunity to 
hear from Roman Krutsyk, Director of the 
Kyiv Chapter of the All-Ukrainian Memor- 
ial Society, who spoke live via internet video 
link from his home in Ukraine. Krutsyk pre- 
sented his newest exhibition “People’s War” 
that covered the armed resistance in eastern 
Ukraine of the Ukrainian people to Soviet 
Russian occupation from 1917-1932. The 
exhibition itself was on display during the 
conventions. Over the years, the LUC and 
LUCW have been major benefactors of the 
Memorial Society and are among the spon- 
sors of the “People’s War” exhibition. 

Areport was also delivered by the President 
of the LUC chapter in Etobicoke, Petro Kar- 
dasz, and by Alide Forstmanis, President of 
the Tribute To Liberty project, including the 
progress made in erecting a monument to the 
victims of totalitarian communism. 

There also were roundtables on current 


issues and concerns that affect Ukrainian 
Canadians. First up was Roundtable I, mod- 
erated by Mykhaylets, entitled “The LUC 
and LUCW Heritage in Canada and Cooper- 
ation with the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress (UCC).” Specific presentations were 
made on: the 120th anniversary of Ukrain- 
jan settlement in Canada; the LUCW Pier 21 
project concerning an exhibit on the WWII 
Ukrainian immigrants at the Pier 21 Museum 
in Halifax; the controversy surrounding the 
proposed Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights in Winnipeg; and the role of the new- 
est fourth wave of Ukrainian immigrants. 
Speakers on these topics were, respectively, 
Andrij Makuch, Bidiak, Alexandra Chyczij 
and Anna Kisil. 

Roundtable П followed, covering the 
topics of the Policies and Programs of the 
Canadian Conference in Support of Ukraine 
(CCSU) in Defence of National and Human 
Rights in Ukraine, and Cooperation with the 
UCC. Moderated by Шог Broda, the panel- 
lists included Paul Grod, Romanyshyn and 
Lesia Shymko. 

Following a dinner break, the formal 
part of the first full day of the conventions 
ended with Roundtable III, moderated by 
Thor Kozak and entitled “Ukraine under the 
Yanukovych Regime and Moscow’s Sway.” 
The list of internationally prominent pan- 
ellists included Volodymyr Viatrovych, 
Ukraine, Lozynskyj, U.S.A, and Yuri Shym- 
ko, Canada. 

An important feature of the conventions 
was the large number of young people in at- 
tendance that was underscored by the Dance/ 
Party hosted by the Ukrainian Students’ Club 
at the University of Toronto, that took place 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre following 
the first full day of the LUC/LUCW national 
conventions. 

The final full day of the LUC/LUCW con- 
ventions opened with a joint plenary session 
that featured a roundtable on co-opeation 
among the CCSU member organizations: 
LUC, LUCW, CYM, Society of Veterans 
of UPA and Homin Ukrainy. Moderated by 
Zenon Ciz, panellists included Olyana Grod, 
Ivanna Szewezuk, Myroslava Pidhimyi, An- 
driy Semaniuk and Orest Steciw. The discus- 
sion centered on communication, cooper- 
ation and coordination among the national 
executives of the CCSU member organiza- 
tions, as well as between chapters and the 
national executives. Special emphasis was 
on recruitment and retention of young mem- 
bers, including from the fourth wave of new 
immigrants. Of particular interest in this re- 
gard was the discussion on the new technol- 
ogies for communication, especially social 
media and the internet. 

Separate plenary sessions followed with 
the elections of the new LUC and LUCW 
presidents and national executives. 

At the final joint plenary session, the in- 
coming presidents, Orest Steciw (LUC) and 
Adriana Buyniak Willson (LUCW), deliv- 
ered a brief message to the participants of 
the conventions. A bouquet of flowers was 
presented to the outgoing president Bidiak 
(LUCW), as well as to the new LUCW 
president Buyniak Willson. 

The conventions were concluded with a 
Gala Banquet, promoting LUCW’s Pier 21 
project in Halifax. 


Yushchenko afraid of being jailed 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Former Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko said he does 
not rule out the possibility that he will join 
the list of members of the previous govern- 
ment who are now in custody. 

He also has expressed readiness to take the 
side of former Prime Minister Yulia Tym- 
oshenko, but only if the sentence against her 
is unfair. 

“Tf it is unfair, I will take her side. Today 
we should primarily be speaking of the pub- 
licity of such decisions. When the handling 
of the case of Didenko, Lutsenko and Pukach 
is closed to the public, how do they [the au- 


thorities] intend to explain to the public how 
they bring the sentence at a closed trial?” 
he said in an interview with Korrespondent 
magazine, part of which was posted on the 
magazine’s website. 

“Why has Didenko been in a pretrial deten- 
tion facility for a year? Why has the head of 
the customs service been in such a facility 
for a year? Why has Lutsenko been behind 
bars for six months? Who will fall victim to- 
morrow? Me? Maybe. So if the main thing 
— confidence in justice — is lacking, the 
conclusion is immediately drawn that it is 
political prosecution,” Yushchenko said. 


Pioneers to be launched 


(Press Office of the Embassy of Ukraine 
in Canada)—120 years ago they arrived in 
Canada with the dream of freedom and a bet- 
ter life. 

These primarily poor, peasant farmers 
were just what the young Dominion of Can- 
ada needed to open up the vast, under popu- 
lated lands of the west. They were industri- 
ous, they knew how to farm and they were 
used to hardship. They sold their land, their 
homes, and everything but their essential be- 
longings to raise the fare for the voyage to 
Canada. With tears in their eyes, they kissed 
their relatives and friends goodbye and cast a 
last, nostalgic glance at their villages in their 
beloved Ukraine. 

Today it is difficult to envision the hard 
times faced by the early Ukrainian settlers 
in Canada. After disembarking in Halifax 
or Quebec, the immigrants would wait at 
the immigration building until they could 
continue their voyage westward by Pioneer 
Trains. After completing this long journey, it 
would take a few years of hard work before 
they would be physically comfortable in the 
New World. In the meantime, they had no 
material possessions beyond a quarter sec- 
tion of rough land and the few belongings 
they had brought with them from Ukraine. 
They had no comforts except the compan- 
ionship of their neighbours. And they had 
only their dreams to give them the strength 
to carry on. 

In 120 years, the Ukrainians in Canada 
make up one of the strongest communities 
in this country. They continue to contribute 
in the development of the Canadian state to- 
day, as they did in the last century. There are 
more than 1.2 million persons of Ukrainian 
descent living in Canada giving this country 
the world’s third-largest Ukrainian popula- 
tion behind Ukraine itself and Russia. 

To celebrate the 120th anniversary of 
Ukrainian settlement in Canada the Embassy 
of Ukraine in Canada is launching the project 
of the Historical Train of Ukrainian Pioneers. 

This Project will: 

¢ Include participants who will trace the 
same path that Ukrainian pioneers of the 
early 20th century after The Grand Trunk 
Pacific and Canadian Northen Railways 
were established. Passenger service on the 
original Canadian Pacific route through Cal- 
gary to Strathcona (now part of Edmonton), 
was cancelled in the 1980s. 

¢ Start in Halifax and finish in the Canadian 
Prairies, just as the pioneers travelled; 

¢ Present Ukrainian culture in selected 
Canadian cities; 

* Culturally unite the Ukrainian commun- 
ities in different Canadian provinces; 

¢ Attract media and public attention and 
focus on how the Ukrainian community con- 
tributed in the development of Canada; 

¢ Celebrate the 120th anniversary of 
Ukzainian settlement in Canada. 

The Project is planned to be launched on 
June 23 at the Canadian Museum of Immi- 


gration at Pier 21 in Halifax. The following 
day, participants will board the train with the 
following itinerary: Halifax — Montreal — Ot- 
tawa — Toronto — Winnipeg — Saskatoon — 
Edmonton. 

Intended participants on the Train: 

- Federal and provincial/territorial polit- 
1clans; 

* Leaders of the Ukrainian community in 
Canada; 

¢ Canadian and Ukrainian media; 

- Representatives of the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Canada; 

- Ukrainian and Canadian artists, perform- 
ers, musicians etc. 

The participants will be given the option to 
travel any segment of the itinerary, i.e. from 
Halifax to Ottawa or from Toronto to Win- 
nipeg ete. 

The passengers of the Train are encour- 
aged to wear authentic Ukrainian costumes 
and take the things the first Ukrainian pion- 
eers took on their journey to the New World, 
i.e. Shevchenko’s Kobzar, Ukrainian icons, 
grains etc. 

The passengers on this train will have stop- 
overs from between 1 and 3 days in each of 
the selected cities. They will be able to take 
part in the planned cultural events, organized 
in cooperation with the local Ukrainian com- 
munities. 

The Golden Sponsor of the event is VIA 
Rail. The sponsors are Borden Ladner Ger- 
vais, Canada Inns and others. 

Follow the project on the Facebook under 
the title “Canadian Train of Ukrainian Pion- 
eers”. Ask your questions about the Train of 
Ukrainian Pioneers at train@ukremb.ca 

Historical Train of the Ukrainian Pioneers 
Itinerary: Thursday, June 23, 2011, Halifax, 
Museum “Pier 21” Opening ceremony; Fri- 
day, June 24, 2011, 12:15 - Train departs from 
Halifax to Montreal. June 25, 2011, 09:05 - 
Train arriyes in Montreal.,, Events in, Mont- 
real; Sunday, June 26, 2011, 10;10 = Train 
departs from Montreal to Ottawa. Trip Dur- 
ation: 2 hours 6 min., 12:16 — Train arrives 
in Ottawa, Events in Ottawa; Monday, June 
27, 2011, Events in Ottawa; Tuesday, June 
28, 2011, 08:41 — Train departs from Ottawa 
to Toronto. Trip Duration: 4 hours 24 min., 
13:05 — Train arrives in Toronto, Events in 
Toronto; Wednesday, June 29, 2011, Events 
in Toronto; Thursday, June 30, 2011, Events 
in Toronto, 22:00 Train departs from Toronto 
to Winnipeg. Saturday, July 2, 2011; 08:00 
—Train arrives in Winnipeg, Events in Win- 
nipeg; Sunday, July 3, 2011, Events in Win- 
nipeg; Monday, July 4, 2011, 12:00 — Train 
departs from Winnipeg to Saskatoon. Trip 
Duration: 11 hours 22 min.; 22:22 — Train 
arrives in Saskatoon, Tuesday, July 5, 2011, 
Events in Saskatoon; Wednesday, July 6, 
2011, Events in Saskatoon; Thursday, July 7, 
2011, Events in Saskatoon; 22:47 — Train de- 
parts from Saskatoon to Edmonton. Events 
in Edmonton (Ukrainian Heritage Village), 
Closing ceremony. 


Journalists denied access 
to presidential residence 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych refused on June 6 to allow jour- 
nalists inside his official residence despite 
a promise one year ago to do so, RFE/RL’s 
Ukzainian Service reports. 

June 6 is Journalists’ Day in Ukraine. On 
June 6, 2010, Yanukovych said that in exactly 
one year he would allow journalists inside his 
residence to see how he and his family live. 

However, journalists were informed that 
they would not be allowed inside the presi- 
dential residence. On June 4, a court in Kyiv 
ruled that no mass gathering can be held in 
front of the building. 

Some 60 journalists nonetheless defied that 
ban and gathered near the presidential resi- 
dence June 6 to protest Yanukovych’s failure 
to make good on his pledge of one year ago. 

Yanukovych left his residence by car with- 


out acknowledging the gathered journalists, 
RFE/RL reports. 

Presidential press secretary Darka Chepak 
then came to hand out roses and offer a large 
cake inscribed “Congratulations On Journal- 
ists’ Day!” to the journalists, who refused to 
accept either. 

When journalists asked Chepak why 
Yanukovych ignored them, Chepak said he 
“had left for work” and has “several meet- 
ings scheduled today with leaders of major 
media outlets.” 

The journalists then asked Chepak why 
Yanukovych had not allowed them inside 
the residence, despite his promise last year 
to do so. Chepak advised them to “ask him — 
yourselves at his press conference that will 
be held either at the end of June or at the be- 
ginning of July.” 
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Vladislav Каїйуїпізеу (right) scored for Ukraine. 


Poland and Ukraine finish with draw 

(UEFA)—With both sides unable to qualify for the UEFA European 
Under-19 Championship final tournament in Romania there was only 
pride at stake as Poland and Ukraine finished their elite round Group 4 
campaign with a draw in Szezecinek. 

The group hosts took the lead on the stroke of half-time through 
Michal Zyro but were denied victory by Vladislav Kalitvintsey’s strike 
on 68 minutes which also ensured that Ukraine finished above Poland in 
third on two points. Both neighbours were out before today’s game with 
Ireland beating Italy to first place. 


Ukraine beats Uzbekistan 2-0 in friendly 


Second-half goals from Anatoliy Tymoshchuk and Andriy Voronin 
gave Euro 2012 co-host Ukraine a 2-0 win over Uzbekistan in their 
friendly match in Kyiv on June 1, reports The Associated Press. 

Bayern Munich midfielder Tymoshchuk completed a neat move on 54 
minutes, lashing a shot across the goalkeeper and into the corner from 
the edge of the area. Voronin doubled the lead minutes later, driving 
home a rebound after Oleh Husev’s free kick hit the crossbar. 

Veteran forward Andriy Shevchenko missed an early chance to put the 
hosts head, rolling a close-range shot past the post. 

Uzbekistan, ranked 56th in the world, battled in midfield but never 
posed an attacking threat. 


UEFA praises fast pace of preparations for Euro 2012 

A visiting UEFA delegation carrying out inspections in Ukraine has 
noted the rapid pace of the country’s preparations for hosting the Euro 
2012 European Football Championship, and has called for this pace to be 
maintained. 

“Ukraine now needs to keep up the pace that it has achieved. If so, the 
preparations will be successful,” Executive Director of UEFA Events 
SA David Taylor said at a press conference in Kyiv, Ukraine-2012 
Information Center said on May 31. 

“We’re aware that there may be difficulties. If you recall, things were 
rather difficult during the early stages. We’ve gone through a difficult 
period, when there were problems related to the recession in the 
economy caused by the global crisis. But now the situation has resumed 
its normal course. We need the support of the government to improve 
infrastructure,” he said. 
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France beats Ukraine4-1 in friendly 


Marvin Martin celebrated his 
international debut by scoring 
twice June 6 to help France rout 
Uksaine 4-1 in a friendly, reports 
The Associated Press. 

An experimental French side, 
which featured only one starter 
from the June 3 1-1 European 
Championship qualifying draw 
against Belarus, scored three goals 
in the last four minutes to give the 
visitors a flattering, though much- 
needed victory, in Donetsk. 

Martin came off the bench in the 
76th minute and broke a 1-1 dead- 
lock by skipping past two defenders 
before beating Ukraine goalkeeper 
Andriy Руаїоу with a 25-yard (me- 
ter) shot into the bottom left corner 
three minutes from time. 

The 23-year old Sochaux play- 
maker then took the corner that 
set up unmarked defender Younes 
Kaboul for the third goal with a 
point-blank header. 

Martin completed his extraordin- 
ary debut in injury time with a neat 
chip over Руаїоу into the top left 
corner. 

“I came on to the pitch with no 
pressure,” Martin said, “and that’s 
what made the difference. I took 
my chance and found the net. I’m 
very happy. 

But I must keep going and the 
team must keep going.” 

The game was a far more bal- 
anced affair than the score sug- 
gested, with the visitors only kick- 
ing into gear after France coach 
Laurent Blane introduced Florent 
Malouda, Frank Ribery and Karim 
Benzema 25 minutes from time. 

Bayern Munich midfielder Ana- 
toliy Tymoshchuk opened the scor- 
ing for the hosts in the 54th minute, 
with a speculative long-range drive 
whose swerving flight deceived 
Steve Mandanda in the French 
goal. \ 

Kevin Gameiro equalized in the 
58th minute with his first goal for 
the national team, capitalizing on a 
ricochet off defender Mykola Ish- 
chenko to fire home a half-volley 
with the outside of his right boot 
from the edge of the area. 

The Lorient striker had wasted a 
good opportunity to equalize just 
three minutes earlier by shooting 
straight at Pyatov from 12 yards. 

“We’ve put out some fresh blood, 
we've put out players who cele- 
brated their first caps in the best 
way,’ Blanc said. “It shows that 
nothing can be taken for granted 
and that nobody is guaranteed any- 
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Serhiy Nazarenko during their friendly match in Donetsk. 


thing in this team because there 
are some people in the waiting line 
who want to shake things up.” 

Blane issued a clear warning 
to some of the more experienced 
players, who often shine with their 
clubs but keep performing poorly 
with the France team. 

“When a squad doesn’t not 
change, it stops progressing,” 
Blane said. “Maybe there are some 
players who thought that they just 
had to come back in the France 
squad to be starters. 

But when you look at this match, 
you can see that some players will 
contend (for starting spots) next 
season.” 

Blanc, who watched a tired side 
labour to a dismal draw in Minsk 
on June 3, retained only Paris 
St. Germain defender Mamadou 
Sakho in the June 6 starting lineup. 

Manchester United defender 
Patrice Evra was the only experi- 
enced starter, but even he was un- 
able to stir the team into any kind 
of life in a dour first half. 

Neither team seeming capable of 
stringing together a move of even 
modest imagination as poor passes 
rolled off the field and predictable 


interplay from both sides was eas- 
ily broken up. 

Marko Devic, perhaps the only 
bright spot, had a left-footed volley 
blocked in the 35th minute. 

Soon after the Belgrade-born 
winger tried to weave into the 
box but was too ambitious with 
stepovers and lost control. 

Four minutes before the break, 
Oleg Gusev burst through from 
midfield and sent a shot just wide 
from 25 yards (meters). 

After Tymoshchuk’s opener hu- 
miliated Mandanda, Gameiro al- 
most replied instantly on a counter- 
attack, but the 24-year-old striker 
shot straight at Pyatov. 

Devic struck a volley straight 
at Mandanda on the hour mark as 
Ukraine searched for a second. But 
France pressed forward, aided by 
the fresh trio of forwards. 

Benzema carved two chances 
out of nothing in the 83rd minute, 
skying his first effort and smashing 
the second straight at the onrushing 
Pyatov. 

Ukraine withstood a few minutes 
of intense pressure before folding 
at the death. 


Blokhin: winning Euro 2012 the main task for Ukraine 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine’s national football 
team has set itself the task of winning the European 
Championship in 2012, which will take place in Po- 
land and Ukraine, Ukraine coach Oleh Blokhin says. 

“The main task for this team is to win Euro 2012. But 
our first target must be to qualify from the group stage 
{of Euro 2012]. Of course, we will strive to achieve 
the maximum, but without completing the first task, 
the main one is impossible. So we will move step-by- 
step,’ Blokhin said in an interview with the official 
Web site of FIFA, May 30. 

He said that there were seven or eight favourites, 
“because all best football teams [in the world] are from 
Europe, with the exception of Brazil, Argentina and 
Uruguay.” 

“France, England, Italy, Spain, Germany and the 


‘Netherlands are all traditionally contenders, and Portu- 


gal could also become involved in this fight,” Blokhin 
said. 

Blokhin said that Ukraine had two upcoming friend- 
ly matches against Uzbekistan and France, although 
“we won’t be able to play those with our strongest 
squad due to four or five of our players competing in 
the UEFA U-21 European Championship.” 

And added that “the next time you see the full- 
strength Ukraine squad will be in a friendly match on 
August 10 against Sweden.” 


He also said that Ukraine would also have a very 
intensive program in autumn and that it had already 
agreed away matches with the Czech Republic and 
Bulgaria, and that it was planned that the team would 
play Germany on Noy. 11 in the reconstructed Olym- 
pic stadium in Kyiv. 

Blokhin said that negotiations were also ongoing re- 
garding a match with the world and European cham- 
pions, Spain. 

“First of all, we should work to improve the team’s 
defence. The midfield and attack worry me less, be- 
cause I see some promise there even now,” Blokhin 
said. 

He also said he counted on the experience of striker 
Andriy Shevchenko, the best footballer in Europe in 
2004. 

“He will play an important role in our game plan. 
But this doesn’t mean that Shevchenko is our key 
player,” Blokhin said. 

He said that he was still not thinking about the World 
Cup in Brazil, which will be held in 2014. 

“Tet’s wait and see. For the moment, I have a one- 
year contract and after that we will see what happens. 

With the management of the Football Federation of 
Ukraine, we have decided that if everything goes well, 
we will find a way to continue our cooperation,” he 
said. 


Ukrainian Меу/5/Українські вісті, June 9 - 


PM fails 
progress on 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Prime | Міпізіег 
Mykola Azarov failed to make progress in 
talks with his Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin over natural gas prices on June 7, a 
major setback for the prime minister and the 
Ukrainian economy. 

Ukraine has been seeking lower gas prices, 
an issue that described earlier June 7 by pro- 
government lawmakers as a matter of “life 
and death.” 

Putin, after the talks, said that Russia and 
Ukraine will stick to existing gas supply and 
transit agreements. 

“We confirmed the intention to strictly fol- 
low the earlier achieved agreements. This 
concems both prices for gas for Ukrainian 
consumers and reliable transit via Ukrainian 
territory,” Putin said. “If these are terms of 
the contract, than one has to pay.” 

Mykhaylo Chechetoy, a senior lawmaker 
from President Viktor Yanukovych’s Re- 
gions Party, said that lowering gas prices 
was extremely important for the economy. 

“The gas loop is strangling us,” Chechetov 
told Radio Liberty, on June 7. “The issue No. 
1 - the issue of life and death - 15 the issue of 
gas prices.” 

Putrin agreed to create a joint team that 
would look into the issue again, but there 
was little optimism that the agreement will 
be reached. 

“From the point of view of Russia, con- 
ditions of cooperation in the gas sector are 
very good,” Azarov said, adding “I am say- 
ing this with humour.” 
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to make 
natgas talks 


“The agreement has a number of problems 
that we need to discuss and find mutually 
acceptable variants,” Azarov said, adding 
that Ukraine will be implementing the agree- 
ments until new agreements are reached. 

Meanwhile, Putin said that Ukraine should 
accelerate its talks with Moscow over join- 
ing a trade bloc, known as the Customs 
Union and that also includes Kazakhstan and 
Belarus. 

“I’m convinced that Ukraine’s more active 
involvement in multilateral integration pro- 
cesses, primarily, of course, into the Cus- 
toms Union and the Common Economic 
Space, would open up new opportunities for 
economic actors - for the businesses of our 
countries,” Putin said. 

Putin noted that it’s up to Ukraine to decide 
on this matter and that this decision should 
be carefully considered. 

“] want to say that we are certainly ready 
for Ukraine to get involved into these pro- 
cesses more actively,” Putin said. 

Ukraine seeks to secure lower natural gas 
prices now because growing prices of crude 
oil may push gas price to $500 per 1,000 
cubic meters that will make operation of 
Ukrainian fertilizer producers unprofitable. 

Ukraine is buying Russian gas at about 
$297 per 1,000 cubic meters in the second 
quarter, compared with $264/1,000 cu m in 
the first quarter, according to Naftogaz. 


Government members 
split on IMF borrowing 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The government is 
split sharply on whether Ukraine needs to 
immediately resume borrowing from the 
International Monetary Fund, adding a new 
line of confrontation to already existing 
disagreement with the National Bank of 
Ukraine. 

Prime Minister Mykola Алагоу said 
Ukraine does not need an immediate re- 
sumption of borrowing from the IMF, and 
that’s why it has time to negotiate a slower 
hike in natural gas tariffs. 

But Deputy Prime Minister Serhiy Tihip- 
ko said the failure to resume the borrowing 
would have catastrophic consequences, in- 
cluding the possibility of default. 

Tihipko’s warning echoes the recent warn- 
ing made by Serhiy Arbuzov, the governor 
of the ХВО, who had urged Агагоу and the 
government to speed up reforms to secure 
the IMF lending. 

The IMF suspended its $15 billion lending 
program for Ukraine since March delaying 
its instalments after the government had re- 
fused to hike gas prices for households by 
50% on April | and also postponed the pen- 
sion reform that increases retirement age for 
women. 

Tihipko said the failure to resume the bor- 
rowing would increase the costs of commer- 
cial borrowing for both, the government and 
businesses, making it harder to repay their 
earlier debts. 

ЧІ can tell you that in one of two such 
[commercial] borrowing we can come to 
a point that we will be facing a pre-default 
Situation,” Tihipko said in an interview with 
Inter television on June 3. 

“And then we may see a situation that hap- 
pened with Greece,” Tihipko said. “We really 


-would not want this to happen in Ukraine.” 

Greece may require up to 100 billion Eu- 
ros in financial assistance package from the 
IMF, the European Union and other organ- 
izations to resolve its mounting debts prob- 
lems, industry analysts said. 

President Viktor Yanukovych has also 
compared Ukraine with Greece when he had 
urged the government to accelerate econom- 
ic reforms. 

Meanwhile, Azarov continues to insist that 
Ukraine will be fine even without money 
from the IMF, a position that complicates 
talks with the Washington-based lender. 

“We do not have any need to immediately 
receive loans from the IMF,” Azarov said 
June 3y. “We have enough resources to be 
able to pay our foreign debt obligations.” 

Arbuzov, in the letter to Azarov, said 
Ukraine may fail to receive an estimated $9 
billion this year, including $6.2 billion from 
the IMF and $850 million from the World 
Bank, but added that final implications may 
be far greater, potentially leading to econom- 
ic disaster. 

“In conditions of continued current ac- 
count deficit, this may lead to a considerable 
reduction of the foreign exchange reserves,” 
Arbuzov said. 

The NBU’s foreign exchange reserves are 
currently estimated at about $35 billion, but 
may be soon start shrinking as Ukraine is 
due to repay debts, both state and corporate, 
by the end of the year. 

The failure to resume cooperation with the 
IMF would “worsen Ukraine’s sovereign 
credit rating, increase foreign borrowing 
costs, reduce foreign direct investments, and 
increase demand for the hard currency,” Ar- 
buzoy said outlining the negative scenario. 


NBU chief squares off 
with prime minister 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s foreign 
exchange reserves will be depleted and the 
hryvnia will face downward pressure if the 
country fails to resume borrowing from the 
International Monetary Fund, the National 
Bank of Ukraine warned. 

Serhiy Arbuzoy, the governor of the NBU, 
in a letter to Prime Minister Mykola Azarov, 
directly accused the government of policies 
that have undermined cooperation with the 
IMF. 

The sharp wording used in the letter, dat- 
ed May 19 and leaked to media on June 2, 
shows the extremely high level of concern 
at the NBU with the government’s economic 
policies. 

The criticism from Arbuzov, a close con- 
fidant of President Viktor Yanukovych, may 
explain why the president had made repeated 
attacks against Azaroy and his government 
over the previous seven days. 

The letter shows that Ukraine’s robust eco- 
nomic expansion and the hryvnia stability 
may be jeopardized by the end of the year 
if the government fails to resume borrowing 
from the IMF. 

The negative scenario would lead to the 
failure to receive an estimated $9 billion this 
year, including $6.2 billion from the IMF 
and $850 million from the World Bank, but 
its final implications may be far greater, pot- 
entially leading to economic disaster. 

“In conditions of continued current ac- 
count deficit, this may lead to a considerable 
reduction of the foreign exchange reserves,” 
Arbuzoy said. 

The NBU’s foreign exchange reserves are 
currently estimated at about $35 billion, but 
may be soon start shrinking as Ukraine is 
due to repay debts, both state and corporate, 


by the end of the year. 

The failure to resume cooperation with the 
IMF would “worsen Ukraine’s sovereign 
credit rating, increase foreign borrowing 
costs, reduce foreign direct investments, and 
increase demand for the hard currency,” Ar- 
Бигоу said outlining the negative scenario. 

Yanukovych on June | sent the most ser- 
ious warning yet to Azarov and his govern- 
ment to start painful reforms by dismissing 
three top government officials, including a 
deputy prime minister. 

Azaroy himself was given time until the 
end of July to hike housing and utilities tar- 
iffs, one of the key demands from the IMF 
needed for the resumption of lending. 

The IMF postponed its $15 billion lend- 
ing program to Ukraine earlier this year after 
the government had failed to hike gas prices 
for households and failed to implement pen- 
sion reform that increases retirement age for 
women. 

In a sign of desperation, the government 
re-submitted the pension reform legislation 
to Parliament on March 31, hours after it 
had been rejected by lawmakers, indicating 
the government wants the measure to be ap- 
proved quickly. 

At stake is $3 billion that the government 
may — or may пої —receive from the IMF be- 
fore the end of July as downward pressure is 
building on the country’s currency, the hryy- 
nia. 

Meanwhile, Azarov, asked on June 2 to 
comment on the prospects of the hryvnia, 
denied that there is any threat to the local 
currency. 

“Right now the hryvnia is stable as never 
before,” Azaroy said. “It will keep being 
stable.” 


Report says Ukraine 


overpaid 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine may have 
overpaid $150 million for an offshore drill- 
ing oil rig earlier this year, potentially high- 
lighting a massive case of government cor- 
ruption, according to an investigation by 
Dzerkalo Tyzhnia newspaper. 

The allegation casts doubt on President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s commitment to fight- 
ing corruption, as the oil rig deal was appar- 
ently discussed during his trip to Singapore 
earlier this year. 

By contrast, the authorities cited alleged 
“corruption” for keeping opposition leader 
Yuriy Lutsenko in custody during the past 
five months on charges he may have over- 
spent $5,000 in the course of several years. 

The investigation by Dzerkalo Tyzhnia 
shows the deal to purchase the oil rig was 
conducted via a fixed tender in which two 
linked companies offered the oil rig at ex- 
orbitant prices. 

Ukraine’s state-owned Chornomor- 
NaftoGaz oil company shelled out $400 mil- 
lion in April to buy the oil rig from Highway 
Investment Processing Llp, a UK-registered 
company. 

The same oil rig, named West Juno and 
produced by Keppel of Singapore, was sold 
to an undisclosed U.K company for $248.5 
million on April 13, according to official 
company records. 

The only other company that participated 
at the tender, Falcona Systems Limited of 
New Zealand, offered the same oil rig at 
$410 million. 

But the investigation showed that both 
companies, Highway Investment and Fal- 


for oil rig 


cona Systems, had been essentially run by 
people that had close business connections. 

Stan Gorin, the head of Highway Invest- 
ment, and Erik Vanagels, who was traced as 
a person behind Falcona Systems, have been 
earlier mentioned as partners in a separate 
report by Trout Cacheris, a U.S. law firm. 

The Yanukovych government hired Trout 
Cacheris last year to audit potential over- 
spending by the government of former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, The report at 
one point mentioned Gorin and Vanagels as 
business partners in companies that had cre- 
ated Highway Investment. 

An Energy and Coal Industry Ministry 
spokesman was not available on June 5 for 
comments on the oil rig allegations. 

Meanwhile, Highway Investment Process- 
ing Llp appears to have links to Ukraine as 
its website, http://invest-pro-llp.com, has 
been registered by the Center for Ukrainian 
Internet Names, and is hosted by Ukrainian 
servers, according to Who.Is, an internet in- 
formation database. 

The website, which misspells some Eng- 
lish language words, for example ‘bizness,’ 
has been created on February 15, or two 
wecks before the oil rig tender. 

Energy and Fuel Minister Yuriy Boyko, in 
an interview with Inter television on April 4, 
praised the purchase of the oil rig as a break- 
through in plans by Ukraine to tap offshore 
oil fields in the Black Sea. - 

“We purchased the most advanced drilling 
rig from Singapore,” Boyko said. “We plan 
to deliver it to the Black Sea by autumn.” 
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Mandry performimng in Khmelnytsky, September, 2010 


Bloor West Ukrainian Festival 
announces Mandry as headliners 


(BWVTUF)—The annual Bloor West 
Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival will be 
held Friday, Sept. 16 and will run through 
Sunday, Sept. 18, 2011, Located on Bloor 
Street West between Runnymede and Jane 
TTC stations, this event attracted 514,000 
people in 2010 who were eager to experience 
anew culture, get in touch with their roots or 
just be part of one of the city’s best annual 
street events. 

With its goal of being bigger and better 
every year, the 2011 festival will be especially 
grand, as it celebrates the 120th anniversary 
of Ukrainian settlement in Canada as well as 
its own 15th anniversary. 

The Festival is pleased to announce that 
once again through the generous sponsorship 
of Ukrainian Credit Union this year’s headline 
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performer from Ukraine will be Mandry. 
Mandry captivates a diverse audience of 
all age groups with their unique blend of 
traditional Ukrainian folk music with modern 
thythms, elements of city romance and French 
ballads with a dash of reggae, blues and rock. 
Mandry, founded in 1997, is spearheaded 
by well known singer/song writer Serhiy 
Fomenko and includes Leonid Bieley, Serhiy 
Chehodayey, Andriy Лапко and Salman 
Salmanov Mamed-Ohly. They have performed 
at Festivals across Europe and most notably 
performed in 2004 during Ukraine’s Orange 
Revolution in Independence Square. Mandry 
will perform on Saturday Sept. 17 at 9:00pm 
on the mainstage. Additional sponsorship for 
the group is provided by Four Points Sheraton 
Hotel 


Buy Tickets опіїпезаї www.cnuf.ca 
or call toll free 1-877-474-2683 
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Case of 
mistaken identity 


Cont. from P. 1 


Accused of being the notorious guard Ivan 
the Terrible at another death camp, he lost 
his U.S. citizenship in 1981, was extradited 
to Israel in 1986 and sentenced to death in 
1988. But Israel’s Supreme Court unani- 
mously ruled in 1993 that Demjanjuk was 
not “Ivan the Terrible,” overturning the con- 
viction and returning him to the U.S. 

But in 2002, he lost his U.S. citizenship 
for the second time, a new trial was set in 
motion in Germany and he was extradited in 
2009. 

German state prosecutors claim John Dem- 
janjuk volunteered to be a guard at the Sobi- 
bor death camp, where some 250,000 Jews 
were killed, after his capture by the Nazis 
in 1942. They say he trained at the nearby 
Trawniki concentration camp, which was 
used in part for instructing guards recruited 
from Soviet prisoners of war to work in Ger- 
man-occupied territories. 

Villagers in Dubovi Makharyntsi also be- 
lieve the Germans got the wrong man. The 
existence of the other, mysterious Ivan Dem- 
janjuk is just one source of reasonable doubt 
about John Demjanjuk’s guilt, villagers say. 

Germany’s key piece of evidence is a Nazi 
ID card, which prosecutors say proves John 
Demjanjuk was at Sobibor. 

But he says he never served as a camp 
guard. Lending credence to the argument 
that the identity card is a fake is the recent 
discovery of a declassified U.S. Federal Bur- 
eau of Investigation report. It states that, as 
early as 1985, the agency believed the iden- 
tity card in question was likely a Soviet fab- 
rication. 

The defence has also argued that other 
documents exist in Russia that would exon- 
erate Demjanjuk, but the court has rejected 
requests to search for them, according to the 
Associated Press. 

Villagers in Dubovi Makharyntsi also be- 
lieve the Germans got the wrong man. The 
existence of the other, mysterious Ivan Dem- 
janjuk is just one source of reasonable doubt 
about John Demjanjuk’s guilt, villagers say. 

“Tt 15 not possible he committed these 
crimes,” said Bondaruk’s son, also named 
Petro, who remembers the day in the early 
1970s when his father returned from ques- 
tioning by the KGB. 

“The KGB said he betrayed the nation,” 
Bondaruk recalled his father saying. “He 
couldn’t have done that. We fought against 
the Germans, we shared bread. How could 
he do something like “betray the nation?’” 

The elder Bondaruk died in 2007, but ada- 
mantly defended John Demjanjuk’s inno- 
cence to the end. 

The story of the two Ivan Demjanjuks be- 
gins with their births in this village. Little 
is known, however, about the life of Ivan 
Andriyevych Demjanjuk, born in 1921 — a 
year later John. 

But older villagers clearly recall John 
Demjanjuk worked as a tractor driver in the 
village’s collective farm. Like others, the 
John Demjanjuk family was poor, said Pay- 
lina Matviychuk, his distant relative. “What 
good was there in this life?” she asked. 

She was just a child when the war broke 
out, but remembers John Demjanjuk as hard- 
working and strong. He was drafted into the 
Soviet Red Army in 1940. He and the elder 
Bondaruk fought alongside one another 
across war-time Europe’s blood-strewn and 
muddy fields, helping each other to survive, 
Bondaruk’s son said. 

John Demjanjuk was injured in 1942 and, 
in an effort to save him, the elder Bondaruk 
hoisted him onto the back of wagon, never to 
see his friend again. 

After the war, the elder Bondaruk returned 
to Dubovi Makharyntsi, as did Ivan Andri- 
yevych Demjanjuk, with a wife and two 
daughters in tow. 


SPS 


The grave of Ivan Andriyevych Demjanjuk. 


Ivan Demjanjuk worked on the collective 
farm as a tractor driver and kept to himself, 
villagers said. As for his wartime activities, 
no one knew anything about them. 

“No one knew where he was, what he did,” 
said the younger Bondaruk. "Не worked as 
a tractor driver and he did such [work] so no 
one would see him.” 

He didn’t like being photographed, Bond- 
aruk said, noting his first wife was Ivan 
Demjanjuk’s niece. 

He also had a troubled marriage, said Lida 
Pavliuk, the village head. 

“He was a mean man, was very mean to his 
wife and would hit her,” said Pavliuk. “The 
wife would say, ‘Stop humiliating me or I 
will go and tell everything about you.” 

No one paid any attention to the woman’s 
words until after “all this [the John Demjan- 
juk case] started and after he [Ivan] hanged 
himself,” Pavliuk, the village head, said. 

Ivan Demjanjuk’s wife left Dubovi 
Makharyntsi after his suicide. Villagers also 
speculate that he might have ended his life 
because of marital troubles, but the timing 
remains suspect, they said. 

While no one in the village wants to put 
unfounded blame on a dead man, Pavliuk 
wonders why no one has ever bothered try- 
ing to find Ivan Demjanjuk’s widow to ques- 
tion her. “I’ve said before, “why don’t you 
find that woman, if she knows something, 
she would say?’” 

Villagers here are apt to believe that the 
Soviet Union fabricated documents against 
John Demjanjuk, including the Nazi ID card 
on which the Germans have built their case. 

Bondaruk said in the early 1980s, the KGB 
came to Dubovi Makharyntsi and took all 
of John Demjanjuk’s family photos and let- 
ters he had written to his mother and sister, 
who remained in the village after the war. It 
would have been easy to doctor the ID card 
using photographs that had been confiscated, 
villagers said. 

Throughout John Demjanjuk’s travails, 
villagers here have expressed amazement 
that the international community has largely 
gone after low-ranking individuals in pros- 
ecuting war crimes, while Germans them- 
selves have remained mostly unscathed. 
Many also see the trial of John Demjanjuk as 
an indirect attack on Ukraine, which has had 
its own painful history of anti-Semitism. 

Then there is the feeling that Germans are 
tired of taking blame for the war and are 
looking to spread it around. 

“They started the war, Germany did,” said 
Bondaruk. “Now they are putting the blame 
on another nation. How can you do that?” 

“They needed to hang the war on some- 
one,” added Luda Savchuk, the village ac- 
countant. “So they hung it on John Demjan- 
juk.” 


